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PREFACE. 


SO:\[E fifty-five years have elapsed since the Governor- 
General's Body Guard was first organized under the name 
of the \Yest York Cavalry. During that time the corps 
has been out on active service in several important periods 
of Canadian history. All the original officers are dead, 
and many of the facts and incidents of the early history 
of the corps are already lost or forgotten. Feeling this, 
I have endeavoured, at the request of my comrades, to 
gather together all the information I could obtain as to 
the organization and services of the troop, both from the 
official records, and from the personal recollections of the 
surviving officers. In the following pages will be found 
the result of my labours, which I have published in this 
forn1 for the use and information of the members and ex- 
members of the corps. 
The standing orders I have compiled from the orders 
of several regular cavalry regiments, and have adapted 
them to the use of the Boùy Guard, and published them 
in connection with the Historical Hecord, to which, I 
feel, they will serve as a useful appendix. 
FHED. C. DE
ISON. 


nUSIIOL:\IE, 
TOHU
TU, 20th 
Iarch, 1876. 
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TUg 'VAR OF 1
12 Tu THE HEHELLlO:\ OF lð37. 


SU'IE time bcforethe 'Varof 181j a 
lilitia. Law had 
}Jecn passed and a military organization of the population 
IUlIl hee)) etfecte<<l upon the basis of compulsory servicl\ 
of all the inhabitants uf U pper Can
llla capahle of bearing 
al"lnS. The country wa3 diviùccl into regimental districts, 
anc 1 officers wcre appointeJ to coulnlêuHl the n1Ïlitia in 
the different divisions. This organization of itself would 
have bl'pn of little avail. unl.
s followed up hy a certain 
amount of drill ancl instruction to both officers and ffiPn. 
To provich" this to a certain ext 'ot. awl to ensure a 
nucleus of drilled Ulf'll in the least Lw'ùellsOlne way to 
tho people, a system was adoptcd of (frilling two COnI- 
panics in each battalion, callecl the tiank companies, and 
of filling these by volunteers where practicable, and com- 
plcting the quota by the ballot where such a lueasur(' was 
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required. Thet,e flauk companies were the first to march 
to the frontier on the declaration of ,val', those from 
Toronto, called" The York Volunteers," doing good ser- 
vice at Detroit, Queenstoll Heights and other fields. The 
flank companies, supported by the militia generally, and 
by a few auxiliary troops of cavalry organized by the 
British Government for the ,var, formed the main force 
of the Canadian lVliHtia. 
On the conclusion of the war the flank companies were 
disbanded, and the old organization in regimental divi- 
sions was retained; and in order to have a quota of 
cavalry engrafted on the system, it was arranged in 1822 
in some districts to organize troops of cavalry to be at- 
tached to the infantry battalions, and to be under the 
command of the Lieut.-Colonels of them. In that year, 
therefore, Col. Chewett, 'vho ,vas in command of the 1st 
\Vest York Regiment of l\Iilitia, being ùesirous of organ- 
izing a troop of cavalry in connection with his battalion, 
applied to Captain George T. Denison, of Bellevue, Toron- 
to, then commanding a company in the 1st W est York, 
who took upon himself the duty of raising one. 
Captain Denison had served throughout the war of 
1812 with much credit, and was considered the most 
available officer to undertake the duty, particularly as he 
was a good horseman, well acquainted with the farming 
community, and of an impetuous and energetic tempera- 
ment. He selected Mr. Aaron Silverthorn, a farmer 
who lived in the neighbourhood of Toronto, as his lieu- 
tenant. 1\lr. Silverthorn had fought under General Brock 
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and hac] done good service during the whole continu- 
ance of hostilities, and was well qualified by his intelli- 
gence and energy for the position. 
Ir. Charles Rich- 
ardson "ac; appointed cornet. 
Cornet Richardson, after serving some years in the 
troop, moved to the old town of Niagara, where he prac- 
tised law for TI1any years as a barrister. 
In arranging the uniform of the new troop, it so 
chanced that a master-tailor of Her J\Iajesty's 13th Light 
Dragoons, named 'Vedgfl, had just about that time It'ft 
the regiment, a.nd emigrated to York (now Toronto), where 
he had openeù a tailoring establishment. This was 
too gooù an opportunity to be lost. Captain Denison at 
once deciaed upon a(]opting the 13th Light Dragoons as 
a InOt leI. The tailor was employed to ruake the neces- 
sary uniforms for officers and men, and ill a short time 
tIlt' troop was fully supplied. From that accidental 
cause, the blue and buff uniforn1 of the 13th IIussars 
becam(ì in time the ullifonn of the great body of cavalry 
of the Dominion of Canada. '\Then the 13th Light 
Dragoon
 were changeJ to the 13th IIussars, the corps 
of c.tvalry in this country followed thp challg
, and in 
the Ft'nian trouble,;, when that splenùid regiment was 
Sl'nt to Canaùa, tlwy found the Canadian cavalry dressed 
in thcir own familiar uniforn1. 
Tho troop was drilled fr01n time to time for many 
years, always bt'ing complimcnte(l for their spirited and 
patriotic cunùuct ill going to so great an uutlay ëlnd 
giving up so Illuch tiliit. to dril1 witllOtit tit.' slightf'st 
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remuneration; and they were repeatedly promised by 
the Government that swords and pistols would be issued 
to them. So the troop went on for years, uniformed at 
their own cost, and drilling in field movements, without 
arms, until the rebellion of 1837 broke out. 
When the remains of General Brock ,vere removed to the 
Queenston Heights, Captain Denison did not neglect being 
present on the occasion to pay his last respects to the relics 
of that gallant officer. The York Observer of the 18th Oct., 
1824, in describing the re-interment on the 13th of the 
same month, says: " We had the melancholy pleasure of 
attending, on vVednesday last, the removal of the mortal 
remains of lVlajor-General Sir Isaac Brock and those of 
his deceased aide-de-camp, Lieutenant-Colonel McDonell, 
from Fort George to the monument at Queenston Heights. 
The day was renlarkably fine. The persons who attend- 
ed to pay this last tribute of respect to their memories 
were highly respectable and numerous. There could not 
be less than 10,000 persons present," &c., &c. The 
paper then goes on to give the order in which the pro- 
cession was formed up; following that of the "Officers 
of the W est York l\Iilitia, under the command of Lieut.- 
Co1. Bakie," appt'ars the name of "Captain Denison, of 
the York Dragoons." 
In later years, when the new monument to General 
Brock was inaugurated, the troop was present on the 
occaSIon. 
During the years from 1822 to 1837, the uniform of 
the corps was in the old sty le-a blue coatee, with buff 
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facings over Lhe breast, thickly laced ,vith silver for the 
officers, and laced also on the sleeves and back; the shako 
was of bearskin, of helmet shapp, but with a plume 
of red and white feathers standing erect up the side; thl' 
overalls had a double white stripe down the outside; a 
girdle or sash was al::;o worn. 



CHAPTER II. 


THE REBELL[O
 OF 1837 AND 1838. 


ON the breaking out of the rebeUion a great change took 
place in the way in which the troop was treated by the 
Governruent. The corps was at once placed on full pay 
and taken into the service of the British Government. 
Arms (including flint-lock carbines) and accoutrmnents 
were supplied. The troop was given the honorary desig- 
nation of the "Queen's Light Dragoons," and for six 
months it ,vas on active service performing despatch duty 
and co-operating with Her Majesty's regular forces. 
During this period the officers were Major George T. 
Denison (of Bellevue), in command; his eldest son, 
Richard Lippincott Denison, was lieutenant; and Mr. 
Perine Lawrence, a member of an old U. E. Loyalist 
family, was cornet. Captain Button, at the commence- 
ment of the rebellion, came down to Toronto with some 
twenty men, and he and his party were attached to the 
Queen's Light Dragoons, and placed under l\1:ajor Deni- 
son's command during the time they were on active ser- 
vice, rendering him valuable assistance. The troop was 
retained on full pay by the Imperial Government for six 
months, drawing during that period the same pay 
and allowance as the regular cavalry, the captain being 
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allowed three horses and the subalterns two each. It was 
relieved from active service in the month of June, 1838. 
Shortly afterwards l\Iajor Denison (of Bellevue) was pro- 
moted to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the 1st 'Vest York 
Battalion, and Lieutenant Richard L. Denison ,vas pro- 
moted to the captaincy. 
On the 31st October, 1838, the Queen's Light Dra- 
goons wpre again placed on active service, nwlcr 
the c01nmand of Captain R. L. Denison, his brother, 
George T. Denison (of Rusholme), and Edwin C. 
Fisher, being his li('utenant and cornet respectively. 
The corps took its turn of work, performing the usual 
patrols, despatch and garrison duty. Among the old 
orders in the Troop Orderly-búok we find the following, 
of tIu- IGth Soveluber, 1838, copied from the Garrison 
()rdcr-book :- 


"1\lilitia. General Order, No.2. 
" A. sergeant, corporal and fifteen men of troop of cavalry 
" commanded hy Captain Denison will be sent to take picquet 
U at the turnpike on Y onge Street; during the night they are 
" to patrol eastward to the Don and westward to tho CUIlCCS- 
" sion Road west of Spadina A venue. 
" By order, (.\.'"c." 
lmmcòiately after their recall to active duty, a Cavalry 
School was organizc(l at Xiagarrt in connection with the 
" J{ing's Dragoon Guards" stationed at that post, nndt'r 
the cummand of Captain l\Iartin. TIll' Quecu's Light 
Dra.goonfi, a
 wen as an otlwr troops lying ,vest uf 00- 
hour
, \\ (\J',. onl('r('(} to furnish all oftic('r .uHl 
Olll(' II1Pll 
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to proceed to the School for instruction in cavalry drill, 
and particularly in the interior economy of a regiment, as 
most of the troops knew little or nothing of that most 
important part of the discipline of a corps. The follow- 
ing is a copy of the order issued :- 
"TORONTO, December 16th, 1838. 
" District General Order. 
" No.1. Captain Martin, commanding the squadron of 
" King's Dragoon Guards at Fort George, having handsomely 
"proposed to give instruction in the movements to such non- 
"commissioned officers and others of the l\Iilitia Dragoons 
"as might be ordered to attend him for that purpose, His Ex- 
" cellency the Lieutenant-Governor and Major-General Com- 
"manding directs that a sergeant, corporal and private 
"from each troop of cavalry and volunteer dragoons 
"at Toronto, Hamilton, and Niagara Districts, with their 
" horses, be immediately sent to Fort George for the purpose 
" stated, where they are to remain under instruction for a 
"fortnight after their arrival, or even three weeks should 
" Captain Martin think it necessary, and then return with- 
"out further orders to their respective troops. Captain 
" Martin will be so kind as to make a report of the proficiency 
" of the non-commissioned officers and privates, as well as of 
" the capabilities of their horses, to Colonel Foster, as Adju- 
"tant-General, for the information of His Excellency Sir 
" George Arthur. One officer of each troop is also recom- 
"mended to avail himself of so favourable an opportunity of 
" obtaining instruction in his cavalry duties. 
" By 
 Command, 
(Signed) "C. FOSTER." 
Lieutenant George T. Denison (of Rusholme) with Ser- 
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geant Coates (a discharged non-commissioned officer from 
the 7th Dragoon Guards), Corporal TIutledg(\ Private 
Samuel Beatty, aUf1 Trumpeter Eneas Bell, who had hf'en 
the bugler to General 
ir Isaac Brock on the day of that 
gallant officer's df'ath at the battle of Queenston Heights, 
were detailed by the officer comn1anding to attend the 
school. 
Lif'utenant Dcnison and detachment returned to duty 
after putting in their full course of instruction. The 
Queen's Light Dragoons and Captain 
IcGrath's troop of 
cavalry performed alternately the despatch duty Letween 
the Villages of Cobourg and Oakville, a distance of about 
on
 hundred and twenty miles, in pursuance of the follow- 
ing orders :- 


(( CO:\Il\IANDA
T'8 OFFICE, 
"November 24th, 1838. 
" The despatch duty will be taken by the troop of l\lilitia 
" Cavalry comnmnded by Captain Denison on aud after l\lon- 
" day, the 26th insta.nt, until further orders. 
(Signed) "J. S. 1\lAcA ULEY, 
" Colunel CO?ìu}tH1Ldal/,t." 


" CU'''IA "'HAXT'S OFi"IC'E, 
" Torullto, 31.8t December, 1838. 


"No.2. Captain Denison's troop of ...\Iilitia. Ca.valry will 
"furniah tho men for orderly duty for the Inonth of January." 
" 
o. 3. ::\Iajor l\IcGrath's troop of :\Iilitia Cavalr;) win 
" furnish the nlCn for despatch duty for tho Inonth of Jan- 
" uary. 


" By CU1ll1lHUH1." 
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In the months of January and February this troop es- 
corted His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to and 
from the Executive Council Chamber. 
On the 31st May, 1839, the Queen's Light Dragoons 
were again reduced from active service by an order of 
the 23rd April, 1839, which, among other paragraphs, 
s3:Ys:- 
" It affords the Lieutenant-Governor and Maj or-General 
"Commanding extreme gratification at being enabled to per- 
" mit the whole of the Militia and Volunteer Corps, embo- 
" died for six months' service only, or those who were called 
" out for an indefinite period, to return to their homes forth- 
(( with, pay being issued to them to the day of their dis 
" charge inclusive, and seven days'additional pay to take them 
" home. 
" Sir George Arthur cannot dismiss these loyal and patri- 
"otic defenders of their country without offering to them 
"the assurance of his highest estimation and warmest ap- 
"probation of their gallantry and zeal, as well as of the 
"patience and perseverance with which they endured the 
"hardships and privations which unavoidably fell to their 
"lot during the period of their engagement, and His Excel- 
"lency most confidently relies on their coming forward with 
" equal spirit and determination should their valuable ser- 
" vices be again required, &c., &c., &c. 
" By Command, 
(Signed) " C. FOSTER, Cot, 
Asst. Adj.-General." 
During the period the troop was on active service, 
being in the winter, the Government issued to the men 
good serviceable blue cloaks with buff collars, which com- 
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pletely covered both man and horse; the tall collars on 
the cloaks, together with a fur cap, covered entirely the'" 
back of the head and neck, and nearly the whole of the fa.ce. 
The hats were of a peculiar construction, maùe of a sort 
of imitation dog skin; they looked as ifmade of an oblong 
piece of fur, doubled in the centre, and stitched up each 
side, ,vith a bag of red cloth with tassel on one side some- 
what like the present busby bag. 
'Yhen mounted, the cloak and cap gave the men a very 
soldierly appearance. During the rebellion, the uniform 
was slightly changed-the buff facing on the breast of the 
coatco was removed, and the lace or braid was put on 
the cloth. '\Vhile on service at this time tht> pay for non- 
commissioned officers and men was very liberal, as may 
be secn hy an Order of the 
th April, It;39, which is 
of sufficient interest to allow of its being copied in full : 


"HEADQUARTER:-\, l\IO
TRE.\L. 
" General Order, No.2. 
"Great inconvenience having ariscn frotn the division of 
" the pay of t}w non-commissioned officers awl privatcs of the 
" Y olunteer Cavalry, owing to the additional 2s. td. currcncy 
" per day granted t\) them when employed on outpost or des- 
" patch duty, d.,c., tho Commandant of the Forces has been 
"pleased tû direct that after the 1st :\Iay, 1839, therp shall 
., be but one fixed rate of pa.y under all circumstances : ser- 
" jeants, 7s. Id. currcncy pCI' day; corporals, Gs. 5d. ; privates, 
" Gs., without any a.dditional allown.ncc for ontpoRtR or dCR- 
" pa.tch duty. 


(
h
llcd) 
"Rth .\prit, IH3U" 


"JOH
 Ent

. D. .\. (; 
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After being taken off active service, the arms, accoutre- 
ments and clothing issued to the troop were returned 
into store, as they belonged to the Imperial Goyernment. 
However, the officers immediately purchased sufficient 
swords to supply the troop, and commenced another 
system of clothing and arming the men. It was arranged 
in this way. On a recruit joining, he was supplied by 
the officer commanding .with a sword and sword belt, 
pouch and belt, shako and jacket. The man then gave 
security to the amount of five pounds to return them 
when leaving, in good order (fair wear and tear excepted), 
and to show his good faith was required to get some friend 
of substance to subscribe with him to this agreement; 
thus for years the whole troop equipment belonged to the 
officers, and was merely loaned to the men. 
Annually, after 1839, the men mustered to perform 
their drill up to the passing of an Act, in the year 1846, 
providing for the re-orgallization of the militia. In 1843, 
Robert B. Denison was appointed cornet, Mr. Edwin 
Fisher having retired after the rebellion was over. 
During the period between 1839 and 1846, the troop per- 
formed various duties; among others,in the year 1843 it es- 
corted Sir Charles Metcalfe, afterwards Lord Metcalfe, who 
was then Lieutenant-Governor, on his first visit to Toronto, 
the capital of Upper Canada, by meeting him several 
miles down the Kingston Road, below the Highland 
Creek. On the escort arriving at his hotel, Lord Met- 
calfe invited the officers to dine with him-they ,vere 
the only ones asked that night. The dinner was at the 
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British Coffee Ilouse, where His Excellency had put up; it 
stood. where the I{ossin House now stands, and was then 
the principal hotel in the town. Strange to say, on this 
occasion thp officers were three brothers-Richard L. 
Denison, captain; George T. Dellison, lieutenant; and 
Robert B. Denison, cornet. This is explained by the fact 
that at that time there was a great difficulty in getting 
officers who would take upon thenl
elves the trouble, and 
bear the expenst-', and one might almost say the odium, 
attached to such a position-one without remuneration 
of any kind whatever. Commissions were going begging 
about for somebody to take them, although the number 
required to officer the force at Toronto was snlall at this 
time and for many years after. Besiùes, all the armR, 
accoutrements and unifonns were owned by and supplied 
at the expense of the officers, Inaking, uf courRe, a heavy 
tax upon them. 
Nuthing was done under the Act of 1846 until tlw 
following year, when the new organization commenced. 
During the re-organization, Captain Richard L. Denison 
bcing offerell anuther position retired from tbo troop and 
accepte(l a majority in the 4th Battalion of Toronto Seden- 
tary :\lilitia, comnlantlcll by his fa,ther, and shortly after- 
wards L
came the lieut.-colonel cOllnnawling it. The J.Jit'u- 
tenant, George T. venison (of l{usholme), wa:i pronlot 
ed to tho Ca.ptaincy, and thl' "Queen's Light Dragùons " 
\\a5 re-hazetted as the" 1st Toronto Indepcnllellt Troop 
of Cavalr}." In 1
t8, l\Ir. Peter :\IcGill 'IcCutcheull 
Wa
 ga 
etteù cornet. 
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From 1846 till the year 1855 the troop met for a 
certain number of days' drill each year, and were sup- 
plied with clothing, arms and accoutrements at this 
time by the captain. It was then indeed hard up-hill 
work. They received no encouragement whatever from 
the Government of the day; even the people of the town 
discouraged volunteering, thinking it useless-for after 
the Battle of "\Vaterloo, there being an almost unbroken 
peace of forty years in Europe.. many persons believed 
in the near approach of the millenium, and nearly all 
thought there was no necessity for soldiers on this con- 
tinent, so that when the men appeared in uniform they 
were laughed at for being soldier-mad. The result was, 
that rather than show themselves on the streets, they 
sought a quiet place to drill, where they would be left 
undisturbed. Men who would do this were true patriots 
-they did not join for pay, or for the dash and sho,,
 
that no doubt attract many to the ranks of volunteer 
corps, but from a sincere desire to perfect themselves in 
their drill and duties in case of a foreign inyasion. 
In the year 1849, the troop rendered essential service 
in escorting and protecting the Governor-General, Lord 
Elgin, to open Parliament in Toronto, in the troubled 
times which followed the riots over the Rebellion Losses 
Bill in Montreal, during which the Parliament Buildings 
there were burnt while the House was actually in ses- 
sion; at a time, too, when the troops of cavalry that 
had been on regular service in Montreal for over ten 
years forgot their discipline, forgot their duty to their 
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Queen's reprpsentative, forgot their eðþ'i"it de corps, and 
sa.t on their horses and laubheù while the nlub were en- 
gaged in pelting Lord Elgin with eggs. 
This Toronto troop acted differently, and established a 
name then for obedience to orders that sloulc1 be looked 
back to with pride by every man who ever sel"vesin its ranks. 
Unquestionably there was a great deal politically to tempt 
them from their duty, and to lead thenl to remain inac- 
tive if nothing wor
e. But their sense of duty to their 
Queen, through her representative, ,vas so strong that 
they turned out, taking the Governor-General safely to 
and from the Parliament Buildings, much against the will 
of a nuisy, turbulent crowd. This was an excellent proof 
of what esprit d(} corps will (10, and of the good state the 
troop n1ust have been in. IIis Excellency was so pleased 
with the loyalty, discipline and gencral conduct of tlw 
escort on this occasion, that he seut ordcrs to the officer 
cOlnnlanding to dismount his men and bring thenl into 
the drawing-room of the GoverInucnt Huuse. By His 
Excellcncy's recluest, Captain Denison presentcd each 
man individually to him, antl he shook hanùs with them 
all , thanking thcm personally for their scrvices. They 
were then invited to sit down to a handsome lunch with 
IIi
 }
xce]]cJ1cy's staff. 
In Its:.O, the following aclvertist'llwnt was i
sued; the 
cool '\:l
T in which the exmnption frolll infantry sCI"\ice is 
rc.fc.ITt'cl to a:-i :L gn'at iwlul'C'lIwnt, is in thp trnf' cavalry 
spirit: 
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" 1ST TORONTO CAVALRY. 


(Extract. ) 


"Militia General Order. 


" ADJ UTANT-GE
ERAL'S OFFICE, 
" Toronto, July 19th, 1850. 
"No.4. The townships of York and Etobicoke have been 
" added to the limits of the 1st Toronto Independent 
rroop 
" of Cavalry. 


(Signed) 


"D. MACDuNELL, Lt.-Col., 
"Depnty Adj .-Gen. Militiu." 


NOTICE. 


The above named townships having been added to the 
limits of the 1st Toronto Cavalry, the captain commanding 
the said corps is desirous of eurolling in his troop the names 
of such active and intelligent young men of good character 
and sOllnd loyalty, and who have been a.ccustomed to the use 
of horses, as may be willing to join him as volunteers, by 
'which they 'Will become exempt from ser.ving in the Ï1
fantry 
curps withi/
 those li'mits. 


GEORGE T. DENISON, Jun., 
Capt. Comrnanding 1st Toronto Ca.valry. 
Toronto, July 30th, 1850. 
In the year 1853 a regiment of Voluntecr cavalry was 
raised in the County of York, of which this corps formed 
the first troop. The order is as follows: 
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" ADJUTA 
T-nE
ERAL'S OFFIf'E, 
" 12th IVlarch, 18'>3. 
"lVlilitia General Order. 


" His Excellpncy the Governor-General has heen pleased 
" to direct that a volunteer regiment of militia cavalry, con- 
" sisting of four troops, be formed in the County of York, to 
" he composed of volunteers fronl the militia of that county, 
" and to be styled the '] st Regiment York Light Dragoons,' 
" and that l\Iajor George T. Denison's troop of Toronto In- 
" dependent Cavalry shall compose the 1st troop of this regi- 
" ment ; and His Excellency is further pleased to appoint 
"
Iajor George T. Denison, of the 1st troop of Toronto In- 
"dependent Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of 
"the tst regiment York Light Dragoons. 
"By command, 
"D. 1\IACDoYELL, IJt.-Col., 
"Dep1tty A rljntant-General ..I.1Iilitia." 


At thp Harne time Lieutenant Robert R. Denison waR 
gazetted Captain. 


( . 



CHAPTER III. 


THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ACTIVE l\lILITIA, 1855. 


IN the year 1855, the Imperial Government having 
previously withdrawn nearly all the regular troops on 
account of the Critnean \Var, ,vere very anxious that an 
auxiliary volunteer force should be organized in Canada, 
and to encourage the Canadian Government to take up 
the matter, the home authorities agreed to hand over all 
the ordnance lands to our Government on the under- 
standing that an efficient active force of 7,000 or 8,000 
men should be raised, equipped and maintained. The 
Militia Law of 1855 was accordingly passeJ, providing 
tor this organization, and in the fall of that year the 
1st Toronto cavalry, or 1st York -Light Dragoons, was 
brought bodily into the new force. A second troop, 
formed from the 3rd and 4th troops York Light Dra- 
goons, was brought in, while the 2nù troop was put into 
class B of the same organization. 
The Government thereupon took into its own hands 
the duty of equipping the men. New swords anù belts, 
new pouches and Colt's revolvers were issued to each 
man. The pistois were carried on the sword belts in 
patent leather cases. The Government, HOW anxious to en- 
courage the volunteers, built store rOOll1S on Queen 
treet, 
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near Bathurst Street, for the cavalry arms and accoutre- 
n1cnts, and for the artillery guns and harw:ss. SOlue 
years afterwarùs, when the regular army were cntirely 
withdrawn from Canada, the troop was given tht' block 
hou
e in the Old Fort. The artillery were also moved 
up to the Old Fort anù new garrison, and the spot where 
the parade ground was, an(l where the store room stood, 
is now covered with handsolne shops and dwelling- 
houses. 
On the 15th l\Iay, 1856, a vacancy occurring, .)[r. 
"
nl. Hidout, of Toronto, son of George Ridout, E::,q., 
who had been au officer of the York Flank Conlpanies 
throughout the war of 1812, ".as gazetted cornet. 
The troops under the reorganization were very efficien t 
and brought forth expressions uf satisfaction from 
hr 
Edmund Head, at that tinlc Governor-General, as con- 
tainpd in the following general order issued after he had 
reviewed them. 


" HEADQUARTERS, 
" 18th June, 18J6. 
" ]Hilitia General Ordcr. 


" lIis Excellency the Governor-General and Commander- 
"in-Chief dcsires to express to Lieut. -CoI. Denison, com- 
" mantling the mounted forces at Torollto,and to the officers, 
" HOIl-cummissioned officers, and mCIl thcreof, his t;}ntiro sat- 
" isfactioll at thcir appearanct! and cflìcicllCY OlJ the occasion 
" of His Excellcllcy's inspection uf the "\r olulltccr Field Bat- 
e: tcry uf Artillery. tLlHl tho ]st and 2nd Troops of C'avnJry of 
" the County of York, yestcrday, the 17th iust. The þro- 
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" gress made by these corps during the short period they have 
"been embodied reflects great credit upon every person serv- 
" ing in them. And His Excellency avails himself of this 
" opportunity to record his satisfaction at the efficiency of 
"the Volunteer force in the Province generally, as reported 
"by the inspecting field officer for Lower and Upper Canada. 
" By conlmand of His Excellency the Governor-General 
" and Commander-in-Chief. 
(Signed) " DE ROTTENBURG, Co1., 
" Adjt.-Genl. Milit-ia." 
On the 13th November, 1856, Captain Robert B. Den- 
ison was transferred to the Toronto Foot Artillery; the 
following year, 15th January, 1857, Lieutenant George 
T. Denison (Heydon Villa), namesake and grandson of 
the original organizer of the troop, was appointed to the 
command, with rank of lieutenant. 
The command had been offered to Mr. John A. Donald- 
son and others before being given to Lieut. Denison, who 
was then only in his eighteenth year, and considered al- 
together too young to command a troop. The command 
was declined by all, and was finally given to Lieut. Den- 
ison on t,he understanding that he should recruit the corps 
up to its full strength, many men having left with Cap- 
tain R. B. Denison to join the Foot Artil1ery. He suc- 
ceeded in doing this, and on inspection showed a full 
troop, and on 22nd 
t\.pril in the same year he obtained 
his captaincy, Cornet 'Villiam Ridou t being gazetted 
lieutenant, and Mr. Patrick Campbel1,ofEtobicoke, cornet 
in the Rame Go,zpt[P. On the 8th October, 1858, Charles 
L. Denison was gazetted supernumerary cornet; and OIl 
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the 

th August, 18GO, Lieutenant Edwin P. Denison, of 
'Yeston, was gazetted adjutant. 
On the occasion of the visit of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of 'Yales, in 18GO, the corps went into barracks in 
the Crystal Palace, where they had excellent stabling, 
and forn1ed all the escorts for His Ruyal Highness dur- 
ing his stay in Toronto. Among others, the troop es- 
corted the Prince on his entrance into Toronto, the capi- 
tal of Ontario ; for this escort the Oak Ridges cavalry, Col. 
.:\IcLeod, were united with the troop. 

lr. Rohert Cellelu, in his account of tIlt' Prince's visit to 
Canada, says :-" Let us take our stand before the Prince 
comes under the canopy, and look about ns. Immediately 
in front,oll the le\'el ground, stood Captain Denison's truop 
of Volunteer Cavalry, and very soldierlike they looked in 
their uniforms of blue and silver; a few yards hehintl 
theln the 
llnphitheatre of seats began," &c. Their escort- 
ing on this occasion was no light task, fur by the tinw 
the Prince's carriage started through the streets it was 
dusk, anù the iInmense crowd of pcople who had been 
waiting for hours to see their Prince, when they saw his 
carriage, became frantic to get neal it, son1è even crawl- 
ing he tween the horsc:::,'lt>gs of the escort so as to get near 
the carriago and shake hands with the Prince, or at the 
lea
t tu have a goud look at him. This had to be stoppeù, 
as there was no knowin
 with what object they might 
want to get through. The escort con
equently was kept 
pretty lHl
Y. 
r r. Cellf'm says that" On the arrival of IIi
 
Royal Highnc
s at Guvernlllent IIuu:)c, he called for 
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Colonel Denison, commandant of the active force, who 
,vas the first person presented, and thanked him for the 
services of the Volunteer force, especially that of the cav- 
alry escort, who; His Royal Highness said, "discharged 
their duty in a very praiseworthy manner." During 
His Royal Highness's visit the troop took part with the 
rest of the Volunteer force in a review held in the Queen's 
Park in honour of the Prince. 
On the 19th June, 1860, Cornet Patrick Campbell re- 
signed, and on the 6th December following. Lieutenant 
W n1. Ridout was placed on the unattached list; Cornet 
Charles L. Denison was gazetted lieutenant, and on the 
27th December of the same year Mr. G. Shirley Denison 
,vas gazetted cornet. The troop turned out voluntarily 
for a review on the 23rd September, 1862, on the occa- 
sion of the visit of Viscount l\Ionck, the new Governor- 
General, to Toronto. On the 25th August, 1865, Cornet 
G. Shirley Denison ,vas gazetted out, and Lieutenant 
Frederick C. Denison, of the Second Administrative Bat- 
talion, was gazetted cornet. 
Some time in the year 1861, Major George T. Deni- 
son (Heydon Villa) prepared a memorial, signed by Lt.- 
Col. Richard L. Denison, Colonel George T. Denison, 
(Rusholme), and Lt.-Col. Robert B. Denison, all ex-com- 
manding officers of the troop, and himself, asking the 
Governor-General of Canada, Lord Monck, to grant the 
1st York Cavalry the title of Governor-General's Body 
Guard, in consideration of the corps being such an old 
one, and having performed escort duty so often and to so 
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many different Governors of Canada. This memorial 
was presented by Lt.-Colonel L
icharel L. Denison per- 
sonally to Hi:5 Excellency. Through being n1Ï
laid, or 
through other cause, this was never an
wered. 
Afterwards, in 1866, the" Royal Guides" of :\Iontreal, 
a newly organized corps, were given that privilege. 
::\laj,)r Dpnison (Heydon Villa) immediately renewed 
his application in person, awl Hi
 Excellency was pleased 
to grant it in considera.tion of the grounds before mcn- 
tioned, awl of its being the oldest troop continuously 
kept up in the Province. The 1st York Troop thcn be- 
came' tlll' Governor-General's Body Guard for Upper 
Canada. and was given precedence OVér all other corps 
of cavalry in the Province. The following is the Gene- 
ral Order in ref('rence to it :- 


" HEADQUARTERS, 
" Otta.wa, i7th April, 18ôô. 


" K o. 1. \Vith rcference to the )Iilitia Gcncra.l Ordcr X o. 
" 4, of 13th AlJril, 1866, His Exccllency the Go,.crnor-Ge- 
" neral has been pleased to direct that thc designation of the 
" , Ruyal Ouides ' is to Le 'Thc Governor-General's Body 
" Gua.rd for Lower Canada.' 
" His Excellency has also heen plea!-\cd to dircct tha.t the 
" 1st Troop of York Ca,valry shall henccforth hear the stylo 
., and title of 'Tho Guvernor-Gcneral's Body Guard of 
" Upper Canada.'" 


S01ne Y"'u.s ago tlH' " Royal (jui(le
" he came (lefullct, 
alHI all tlH" unìl;t
rS were gazetteù out of the force; so that 
now the' BUlly nual"CI, i
 the 
t.nior trúup, an(} is 
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therefore the senior corps in the Dominion, which bears 
out the motto of the troop, "N ulli Secundus." 
In the year 1864 the Government imported some ca- 
valry saddles from England, and furnished the troop 
with thirty-five sets of bridles and saddles complete. In 
1866 carbines were issued, which were then carried .with 
slings from the cross belt and straps, .with short carbine 
buckets. This method of carrying them was changed in 
1868, and a new style of bucket was substituted, made 
after the pattern of those used in the 13th Hussars, which 
covered all the carbine except the stock. They were, be- 
sides, placed more conveniently on the saddle, being at 
the back of the right leg instead of in front of it. 



CHAPTEH IV. 


THE FEXIAX HAlO OF 1866. 


0"\ the 
th 
larch, IhG6, the Government, fLaring a raid 
by the Fenians from the neighbouring Republic, ordt'rcd 
out 10,000 nlell of the Volunteers of Canada. The BOlly 
Guard recÐived instructions to go into barracks in the 
Crystal Palace. Tht
Y remaineù there till removed from 
active service on the 27th of the same month. On the 
17th 
Iarch the troop was ordercd to remain in barracks, 
the horses sadtlled in case of any breach of the ppace; hut 
everything pas
ed oft. quietly. On being taken off acti ve 
service they received orders tù drill two days a week till 
further orùers. 
This was done up to the la::;t of l\lay. The next 
month, when the Fenians crossed at Fort Erie, the 
wholo Volunteer force of Upper and Lowcr Canada 
were again ordcred out. TllP Bmly Guard reCel vcd their 
urdcrs fron1 :\Iajor-Gclll'ral 
apier a.t about thl't'e on Fri- 
day afternoon, the 1st June. It was the last corps or- 
dered out in Toronto, and wa:; nevertheless the first in Fort 
Erie. It wa
 all ready waiting orders tu nloveat I:! u'clock 
th.. sallle night, although SOlnl' or the lllell lived as llluch 
a:; twelve or fift(.t'll miles apart. During tilt' ni:!ht orckrs 



26 


HISTORICAL RECORD. 


were received to embark at 7 a.m. on the steamer" City 
of Toront.o," for the Niagara frontier. 
On Saturday morning about 8 o'clock the steamer put off, 
arriving at Port Dalhousie about 11 a.ITl. Here news was 
received of the fighting going on at Ridgeway, ancl telegra- 
phic orders awaited the corps from Col. Peacocke, of the 
16th Regiment, who commanded the forces on the Niagara 
frontier, to move on as soon as possible by train to Port 
Ro binson. A train was soon in readiness to convey the 
men and horses there by the \tVelland Railway, thus sav- 
ing about two hours, besides relieving the horses of so 
llluch fatigue. An order was telegraphed ahead to have 
meals prepared and forage ready for men and horses in 
half an hour's time. Not long after getting into Port 
Robinson, the troop might have been seen marching down 
the road to Chippewa. The troop reached that village in 
an hour and a half. Lieut., Col. John Hillyard Cameron, 
of the Sedentary Militia, who was assisting Col. Pea- 
cocke as a staff officer informed Lieut.-Col G. T. Denison 
(Heydon Villa) that the force under the command of 
Col. Peacocke was encamped at N e"r Germany, and 
would be likely to remain there some hours, and advis- 
ed a halt for a time, to rest the men and horses until it 
got cooler. 
l\lany of the horses having lost shoes through the 
march, and the hard riding of the previous night, it 
was deemed advisable to do so. During this delay, as 
there was no stabling convenient, oats ,vere purchased, 
and the lllen fed their horses on the road-side, or on the 
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side-walks. It was quite à picture
que 
ight to see the 
men sIttIng and lying about the street, some watching 
the horses feeding, while others took advantage of the 
halt to throw themselves on the grass anfl snatch a few 
minutes' sleep, as they had haù none the previous night; 
while others again w(>re busy in a blacksmith's shop, 
shoeing horbes, and sharpening the s,vords for more 
active work. All the horses' shoes were put in order, 
some twenty-five requiring attention. In accorùance 
with orùer::; l'l'cpiveù. six Inen ,vere left at Chippewa. 
A.t 4.30 p. nl. thé" 
lount" was sounded, the troop moving 
on to jOln Co1. Peacocke's column at Xew Gennany. 
Lieut.-Co!. Denison marchecl by the Sodmn roaù, which 
runs through thé interior a gooù way back from the river, 
and is lnuch Inore ùirect than the road along the bank, 
which w
 taken by the other troops under Col. Pea- 
cocke. The corps arrived at the village, with the horses 
much jaded, between five and six o'clock, just as the 
main colunln was nloving off on the roaù to Stephens- 
ville. The troop was at once sent forward, by Col. Pea- 
cocke's orders, to fornl the aùvance guard. X otwith- 
standing the tired condition of the horses, the corp:i was 
Il10ved rapiùly to the front, the nlen of the artillery and 
infantry, both regulars anù volunteers, cht'ering them 
1l10st heartily as they pass(.tl. The cohuun 1110vl'd on in 
that formation, the " Boùy Guard" throwing out feelers 
to the right and left, until near Rowen's fann tlH'Y felt 
the Fenian pickets at about ùusk. At this tinw the acl- 
vallcecl file:-, of the troop noticecl ScHill' 1111'11 ill t1H' rO:1cl 
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in front of them, at a place where the bush met on both 
sides, and that they were gradually disappearing. A 
question was also raised by some farmers at the same 
time as to which road would be the best to take, 
on account of a bridge on one being reported to be 
broken. 
'V ord was sent back to Co1. Peacocke, and a halt 
was ordered. The troops sent out two patrols, one to 
the front, and another down a side-line to the right, 
the farmers of the neighbourhood having said that the 
Fenians were lying just off and had been reinforced. Co!. 
Peacocke, fearing an ambush, sent on these parties to pa- 
trol through the bush to try and draw the fire of the 
Fenians and to discover their strength. But the patrols 
were allowed to pass through and back unn10lested-then 
two infantry companies of the line were extended to 
skirmish through the bush to beat them up. However, 
by this time it had become so dark that the men could 
make little, if any, progress, as they stumbled over stumps, 
logs, and into bog-holes continually; it was neces- 
sary to recall them which was done. and the different 
corps received orders to camp under arms until day- 
light. 
Lieut.-Colonel Geo. T. Denison, of Heydon Villa, in his 
" History of the Fenian Raid," thus describes the work 
that day: "After marching about nine miles, it began to 
get dusk just as the advance guard arrivedat apoint on the 
road where the woods (after skirting it on both sides for 
nearly a mile, at the distance of about 600 01' 700 yards) 
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r:unp close up on both sides, leaving only the road allow- 
ance clear through for about a quarter of a mile. 
" The cavalry advanced fileit, on arriving within about 
20n yards of where the ,vooùs came up to the roa(l, 
noticpd a hody of men standing in the opening. They 
immediately halted, and signalled back that men were in 
sight. I galloped on to the front, and inquiring from 
my men, heard that a force was in front, and continually 
dropping into the woods on thp right, and on looking 
myself saw that it ,vas so. Col. Peacocke, soon after, 
also galloped up, and on learning the cause of the hait 
requested me to send two IHen on to reconnoitre more 
closely. By this time nearly all had gone into the woods 
on the right. I rode on with COrIlPt F. C. Denison and 
three men, and detaching him with two to go down a 
side road to the right, rode on myself with the other to 
where we saw in the dusk a vidette standing where the 
others had been. He also moved into the woods while 
we were yet some distance from him. \Ye rode on about 
150 yards through the woods, but by this time it had got 
so late that I could see nothing und{'r the trees, it being 
much darker there than in the open road. They did not 
fire on us, conspquently I could form no opinion of their 
position or probable numbers. I therefore returned to 
Col. Peacocke and reported that I could see nothing, 
suggesting to him that as their outposts shoulù properly 
hayp fire.! npon us to alarm their camp, their not having 
dOlw so was a sign their force were on the alprt, and 
thp plaep }wing fiO suitahl" it 
et'mt'd to point to an 
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anlhuscade, and that I thought the wood should be 
searched. 
"Colonel Peacocke seen1ed to have had a somewhat sirni- 
lar opinion, as in nlyabsence he had sent for two com- 
panies of the 16th (regulars) to come up to search the 
bush, the main force being some distance in the rear. 
\Vhile we were speaking the two companies came up, and 
I went on with Co1. Peacocke, who moved with then1 to 
direct their movements. They opened out to the right 
of the road to skirmishing distance, and moved on to the 
front. It was so dark by this time that th
 men could not, 
in the woods, see from one to the other; and there being a 
great deal of tangled brush and logs, and being very marshy 
and wet, the men could make no headway whatever. 
" At this time, while I was sitting close beside Co1. 
Peacocke, a voice in the dark said, 'You can't go down that 
way, sir.' Onlooking close]ywe saw that it was a farmer 
living about a quarter of a mile back, who had given us 
some information as we passed. Co1. Peacocke asked him 
why not. He answered, 'The bridge is broken.' The 
colonel questioned him closely, and he adhered to it 
positively, that he could not get through. This infor- 
mation, together with the inability of the skirmishers to 
make their "nay through the woods, decided Col. Pea- 
cocke to halt until daybreak." 
The correspondent of the Buffalo Express, travelling 
with the Fenians, in his letter the next day to tbat paper, 
shows that the men the advanced guard had seen were Fen- 
ian sentries, and that they had been obliged by the troops' 
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arlvance either to fight or else to beat a graceful retreat. In 
thi,; account, which was copied into nlany other papers, he 
said: "All the sick and wOluHled, lllcntioned elsewlwre as 
" lying at Lewis' Iiouse awl the Erie ancll\ iagara Railway 
" 
tation, ,,,-ere abandoned: not only this, but so rapid was 
" tht' conCtptioll and execution of the plan of retreat, 
" that no notice \\ ab given to the picket lines extended 
" along the bank of the river. .At the time (lur reporter 
" left Black Rock, 3.30 a. m., the news had reached thp 
, uutposts, and a portion of the sentinels were already 
" on the Anlerican side. Row boats ,vere then crossing 
U the river, evidently propelled with a yigour stÏ111ulated 
" hy fear; and upon the further shore considerable groups 
" of excited Fenians could be seen waiting thcir turn for 
"transportation. So great wa
 the eagerness to cross, 
" that many trusted to a single plank as a nleans of su p- 
" port, antI two 
lnan (lucks on the shore were cOlnpletely 
. "stripped fur this purpose. Great indignation wa:; lnani. 
" fested by the men who ha(Ilwen stationed on outpost 
" duty, at beiIìg desertèd bJ their comrades as tlwy wen'. 
" lIlT 1 it nut been for lite approaclt of It ddac/unent of British, 
" c(lvalTy Jrh'íng them Ïrt, it is prohaLle that none of tlWlll 
" would have learned of the evacuation in time to escape." 
That Hight the men bivouacked, lying 011 the 
sides of the rmld and in tl11
 fiel(ls adjoining, wearing 
their accontrl'lIlpnts, aIHI having their arm::; besi(le tlu'l1J, 
tl)(' hurs's of the artillery and of the "Body Guard n 
stil1 with their harness and saùùles on, a.llloaJy, in CaSt. 
of a. uight alarm, to nlove into action at OllCl'. ::;OlllC of 
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the officers made their beds that night on the soft side of 
a pile of rails, rather than on the grass, which was co- 
vered with dew. It being in June, very few of the offi- 
cers or men had their greatcoats, they being left with 
the baggage during the forced march. 
During the night it was evident a number of signals were 
going on between the Fenians on the Canadian side and 
their allies on the United States side of the river as a quan- 
tity of rockets were being discharged during a greater part 
of the night, but the meaning of them we had no means of 
guessing, but learned afterwards- they were signals for trans- 
ports to take the Fenians on the Canada side back again. 
At about five o'clock on Sunday morning, after getting a 
hard-tack biscuit served out to each man (the first meal 
received since the dinner at Chippewa), in compliance 
with an order received from Col. Peacocke to push on to 
Fort Erie to reconnoitre, and to send back information, 
the Body Guard was imm
diately pressed on to the front, 
and on nearing the Lower Ferry a sco,v was discovered out 
in the centre of the Niagara River densely packed with 
Fenians, under the charge of the United States revenue 
cutter" Michigan." It was reported again by farmers 
along the road that the Fenians were in num bers 
on the right, and that these men on the scow were 
a reinforcement. Scouts or patrols were then sent 
out to the right and right front. Lt.-Col. G. T. Denison, 
in his History referred to, thus relates what happened:- 
" I at once moved on with my comnland down the road 
leading to the Lower Ferry, and inquired from all the farmers 
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that inlet the position and numbers of the Fenians. It was 
only about 5 a.nl., and not nlany people were stirring; but 
they all agreed in stating that a large force of Fenians were 
iu the woods on our right, where we had heard they were the 
night before. These stories were so confirmed by everyone 
I saw that by the tiuw I reached the river I felt rather confi- 
dent that IllY retreat to Colonel Peacocke's column was cut 
off. On corning iu sight of the river we saw a scow black 
with luen crowded upon it, who had just been emptying their 
rifles into the stream. 'Vishing to obtain accurate informa- 
tion before sending back to Colonel Peacocke, I went to a gen- 
tleman who lived almost opposite to where the scow was 
lying, and wac told by him that the 1I1en on it were a rein- 
forcement which had been prevented from crossing, and that 
the Fenians were still on our side. This nlistake was occa- 
sioned by the fact that the tug, after captnring the scow up 
the river, touk it down by the American side, and then turned 
outwards and moved over to the middle of the strealn, where 
it "as moored; Beeing it came frOlI1 the far side, he concluded 
it was a reinforcement. Fearing that Colonel Peacocke might 
1e under the impression they had gone, and feeling that Iny 
command" as cut off from his force, I sent an orderly to him, 
at ftùl speed, with the substance of the info't"mation I had re- 
ceived, sending back, at the same time, a small patrol to give 
notice of any forco that might attOlupt to close round our rear, 
anù also detached a number of scouts into the interior, to the 
right, and up the river road towards Fort Erie, to sevch tho 
woods a.nd give notice of the approach of the enenlY, whilst 
1 proceeded up the ba.nk in sea.rch of a boat, in order to 
o 
011 board the' ::\Iichigan.' By the kindness of 
Ir. 'Iolesworth, 
civil engineer, I was onahlet.l to reach tho' 'Iichigan,' and \\ as 
illformc(l hy Captain Brysun tha.t the mcn he hiLll captured 
lJ 
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were the main force that had been in Canada, and that he 
did not believe there were many left. On reaching the 
shore, I sent a despatch to Colonel Peacocke, stating these 
facts, and stating that the first information I had sent him 
was incorrect. This despatch was about fifteen minuteR after 
the first. 
" Recalling some of the scouts, we then proceeded on the 
gallop up the river towards Fort Erie, being informed by the 
people we met that a number of Fenians were still there. 
On coming in sight of the village we saw lnen dodging in 
every direction, but when we got up nearly all were hidden 
or gone ; nluskets, bayonets and belts were scattered along 
the road, where Inen had dropped theIll in their flight. A 
few prisoners were taken by us, and the wounded were placed 
under a guard. Here we saw a nlunber of the Inen who had 
been captured in the fight in Fort Erie; they received us 
with great Inanifestations of delight. \Ve ourselves were 
greatly relieved on seeing them, as news had arrived in the 
camp the night before to the effect that the whole command, 
with the exception of four, had been killed and thrown into 
the river. After placing guards over the prisoners and over 
the arms, which were lying on the dock, the men and horses 
were billeted in the taverns, as both were nearly used up by 
about forty hours' almost continuous exertions. \Ve reached 
Fort Erie about 6 a. nl. 
A number of wounded Fenians feU into the hands of 
the troop, aDd were kindly treated; one man had a 
very bad bayonet wound in his neck, received fron1 a 
man of Captain King's battery, showing they had got to 
pretty close quarters. In the offices of the Erie and 
Njagara Railway wrre fOllnrl in nnp room 
mme four or 
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five woun(lcd Fenians, and \Yelland Battf'I'Y nlCn, lying 
on the floor. One poor fcllow had had his leg amputated 
at the thigh the day before; his doctor must have been 
either too lazy or too busy to remove the amputated limb, 
for there it was lying, rather withered up, under the 
ta.ble-a constant reminder to the man and those lying 
about hitn of what had happenëd. After our arrival 
some good woman carried it off. and, after much fretting 
and grieving, gave it a private burial on her own account. 
About an Lour after getting into Fort Erie, Colonel 
\\T 01 seley, now l\Iajor-General Sir Garnet 'V olscley, C.B., 
K. C. 1\1. G., carne in, preceding Coloncl Lowry's colun1n, 
and afterward
 followed Colonel Peacocke with the rest 
of the force. Colonel Lowry took command of the com- 
bineù forcet:, bciug the senior officer on the' ground. The 
next morning the whole force was ordercd into camp on 
the high ground in rear of the village; pickets wen' placed 
all along the river and back of the camp; also two cavalry 
pickets froln the BuJy Guard at the Upper and Lower 
Ferry. 
During the night of the 5th a fabe alarnl was causpd 
through one of the infantry sentries firing a shot at sonle 
objpct. This being followed by other shot
 alanned th(> 
('alllp. Although this alaflll was totally unexpected, the 
Body Guard turneù out in an incrl'Jibly short space 
of time. TIlt' horse
 were sad(lll'ù and the nlen 
nlount..d, ready to move, bcfore the adjoining infantry 
hattaliolls had fallf'n in. Lif'ut.-Colonel Dcnison (Hcy- 
don Villa), not having coufidt'nct. in t lw vigilance of the 
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outposts, during the first three or four days, while 7,000 
Fenians were on the other side of the river, had ordered 
his men to sleep fully accoutred; the consequence was, 
that although a cavalry corps, the men were mounted and 
formed in front of the camp some time before the other 
corps were ready. The brigade remained under arms for 
about an hour, until the cause of the mistake was dis- 
covered. 
On the 4th June, Sergeant-Inajor OrlanJ.o Dunn rejoined 
the troop, with a detachlnent of thirteen men under his 
command. About the 15thJ nne, the St. Catharines cavalry 
having been moved down to Port Colborne, was ordered 
to send a detachment to Ridgeway, and the Body Guard 
were ordered to establish a post half-way between Fort 
Erie and Ridgeway, so that cOffirllunication could be kept 
up by cavalry patrols with Port Colborne. On the 20th 
June orders came for the whole volunteer force to pro- 
ceed to their homes. The troop returned by the steamer 
"City of Toronto;' and marched through town on the 
way up to the barracks. Many of the men carried 
with them Fenian rifles and accoutrements-one had a 
Fenian drum in front of his horse as a trophy. The 
streets were crowded with the citizens, and on every side 
the volunteers were greeted with cheers and waving of 
handkerchiefs. On the 25th June the following resolu- 
tion of welcon1e to the commanding officer was passed 
unanimously in the 'foronto Oity Council: 
" That whereas this Corporation felt pleasure in recording 
" by their resolution of the 4th June, that no less than four 



THE FEXIAX RAID OF 1866. 


37 


" memhers of this Hoard were at the frontier in response to 
" the recent call to arms of the volullteerd, they nuw desire 
" to convey to those gentlemen -namely, Councilman 1\Iajor 
" Boxall, of the 10th Royals, Councilman 1\1ajor Denison, of 
" the Governor-General's Body Guard, Councilman Captain 
"Boustead, of the Queen's Own. and Councilman Parker, of 
" the T0ronto Naval Brigade-their congratulations on the 
"active part they have severally had the privilege of taking 
" in the recent n1Ïlitary movenlents, and a warm welcome on 
" their safe return to their civic and social duties." 
Shortly after this, on the 28th June, t.he inhabitants 
of the 'Tillage of \Y('
toll an(1 surrounding ncighbourhoorl 
got up a banquet to tÌ1P officers, non-commissioned offi- 
ccrs an(l 111Cn of the Bo(ly Guard as a complim('nt to tlw 
corps, and to show their good feeling towards it. As 
this wa
 an interesting event in tllP history of tht> troop, 
anrl exhibits the respect paid to the corps on account of 
its age and of its st'rvices, it would be wt'll to give the 
report l"crbatim, as contained in the Globe newspapcr of 
the following day:- 
" The inhabitants of "
eston gave a supper to the Gover- 
nor-General's Rody Gua.rd on the 28th insta.nt, which was a 
very stylish affair, and, as a nlark of honour to the Ine11, was 
exceedingly gratifying to them. The idea of giving tho 
demonstratioll was not entertained till some three or four 
days before it actually C:L111e off; but the people set to work 
with a will, suhRcrihed liherally, an(} succeeded in getting up 
a very handsomo ctffair indc('(1. 'l\linf' host' of the Kelllpt 
Hotel was caterer on the occasion, and got through his part of 
tho duty in a creditahh
 maJ1JH'r; and tho Committee of 
.\rr:mgt'llIcnts, with !\Ir. It .J. 
rURs(ln's "\"l'ry vall1ahll' assis- 
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tance, did capital work in the brief period at their disposal. 
Shortly after eight o'clock p.IU. the men of the York Cavalry, 
or Governor-General's Body Guard: drew up in front of 
Kempt's Hotel and marched down to the spacious marquee, 
erected near the Humber, where the supper was laid out. 
Here about 250 persons were soon seated, and devoting their 
attention to the eatables. The Berwick band, which was 
engaged for the occasion, discoursed excellent music, and 
gave a liberal allowance of it, too, at intervals during the 
evening. Mr. 'V. Tyrrell, J. P., occupied the chair, and the 
vice-chairs were filled by Dr. Bull, Mr. H. J. Boulton, and 
Mr. Miles. On the right of the chairman sat Colonel Deni- 
son; Capt. Scoble, Acting Brigade Major, 5th District; Capt. 
G. T. l\lusson, No.5 Company, 10th Royals; Cornet F. C. 
Denison, Mr. E. J. Musson; on the left of the chair there 
were Major Geo. T. Denison; Adjutant Otter, Queen's Own; 
Lient. Denison, York Cavalry; Capt. E. H. Brown, No.3 
Company, 10th Royals; Dr. De LaHooke, Surgeon, York 
Cavalry; Cornet Baldwin, Rev. U. F. English, Dr. Lizars, 
Mr. J. R. Bull, Mr. Gracey, Mr. C. Mills; Mr. B. Bull, 
Reeve, Township of York; F. R. Wadsworth, T. H. Musson 
and T. H. Bull. 'Ve also noticed present F. A. Howland; 
James Connor, E. Musson, senr., D. McFarla.nd, J. B. 
Gracey, J. A. Donaldson, Alan Gray, R. Johnston, post- 
master; W m. R. Holley, R. Wood, Drs. Savage and Hickey. 
In rising to propose the first toast, the chairlnan said that it 
gave him great pleasure to see so large an assemblage present. 
It displayed in 'Veston the same spirit of true British loyalty 
which prevailed indeed throughout the Province. The en- 
thusiastic demonstration that evening had been got up on 
merely a few days' notice. Had they taken more time to the 
luatter, or, better still, had they left it in the hands of the 
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larlies of the village, the volunteers would perhaps have re- 
ceived a more a.cceptable tmtertainmellt. The chairman then 
read letters of apolof,ry from Rev. \V. A. .J ohnston, l\Ia.jor 
Goodwin, J. \V. Gamble and others, and concluded by giving 
as the first toast, "The Queen," which was received with all 
honours. 
Ua.nd, " nod Save the Queen." 
" The Prince and Princcss of \Vales and the Royal Family" 
foll()wed. 
1\11'. Edward 1\liles proposed as the next toast, "The Go\"- 
l'rnor-nencral." Toast enthusiastically responded to. 
Dr. Bull then gave "The Arluy and K avy ." The 
toast wa.s one, he said, in which they would all no 
douht cnthusiastically join. Ån enemy had invaded their 
she Ires and evoked a Inilitary spirit frOlu end to end of the 
Province, which did Canada infinite credit. As regarded 
the Army, all the volunteers were fitly included in that 
part of the toast, while the Navy of Canada n1Íl-{ht be sa.id 
to be as yet represented by that little tug on the Niagara 
river-the " Robo "-and of the achievelllents of the galliu
t 
little hand of lllen who sailed in her during the iu\.asioll 
Canada wonl(1 ever be proud. (Loud cheers.) 
Colonel Denison hl'ing called on said that, although not 
belonging to the Army or Na\y, it ga,ve hilu JllllCh pleasure 
to return thanks for the lUanneI' in which the toast had been 
respOIHIed to. 
rrhe Chairman then gave the toast of the evening, "The 
Oovprnor-(;pneral's Body Guard ." 
BatHI, " rrhe British Grenadiers." 
}\(ajor Geo. T. Denison responded. It was, he sa.id, pecu- 
liarly gratifyin'-:, to him to do RO. I t waR with pleasure hc a.c- 
knowledged the haudsome manner in \\ hich the people of 
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Weston had received them on their return from the theatre 
of war. His position as cOlnmallding officer of the senior 
corps in all Canada was one of which he felt proud, and as 
commanding officer of the senior cavalry corps he felt more 
proud still. His sympathies as a cavalry officer were with 
that arm of the service, and since the Jate invasion he was 
more convinced than ever that their services were greatly 
needed in Canada. \Vhen he first entered the volunteer ser- 
vice it was thought little of. People looked upon their move- 
ments as playing at soldiers; and from that time for five long 
years the volunteers worked under every disadvantage. Then 
came the "Trent" affair, since which time the position of the 
volunteers had been materially changed for the better. For 
a series of years the force was a very small one-now it num- 
bered some 35,000. But he was sorry to note that the cav- 
alry branch of the service did not receive that attention it 
deserved. That force had diminished so that now they form- 
ed only about one-seventieth part of the volunteer force. 
The best military writers maintain that the proportion ought 
to be one-fourth, certainly not less than one-tenth, and yet 
in Canada it was only one-seventieth. This showed that the 
cavalry force did not receive that consideration from the 
Government to which it was entitled. That branch of the ser- 
vicA had been neglected in many ways, and then, because 
they were not so efficient as the other corps, blame was at- 
tached to them, whereas in reality the blalne lay with the 
Government. He trusted that in this respect the result of the 
little campaign in which th\3Y had been lately engaged would 
be a lesson to theIn. When the forces were ordered out, he 
would explain, not one cavalry corps was ordered for service 
to the front. (Hear.) Consequently a whole day was lost. 
On Friday afternoon he first received orders to turn out the 
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corps undcr his cOlll1nand for the front. Not a moment \\ as 
lost by theIn in making their way there; for although start- 
ing 18 hours after the last corps left Toronto, they got into 
Fort Erie two hours before the tirst corps got there. (Loud 
cheers.) The corps in the neighbûurhood of St. Catharines 
and Grimsby did not come np for some days after. 'Vith 
all the expedition used by his corps they were still too late- 
something which they could aU see was much to be regretted_ 
Had they been on the march with Co!. Peacocke he would 
have known where the eneIny were-would have known 
where to effect a junction with Co!. Booker, and woul(l not 
have let the Fenians get between his nlen and Co!. Booker's. 
Canada is perhaps the only country on the face of the globe 
where a large force, such as that dispatched to Fort Erie, 
would be sent out without ca,alry. But he did not think the 
same mistake would be repeated. In future the services of 
cavalry would be apprf.ciated. (Cheers.) 1\Iajor Denison, 
after smne further remarks, went on to say that if there was 
one thought more than any other which made him uneasy 
during the march to Fort Eric, it was whether or not he 
should bring all his men back. He fclt that in an hour or 
two a great many Ii ves might depend on the way in which ho 
handled them. They pressed forward eagerly, and when he 
saw the way they rode past the column at New Germany af- 
ter the Fenians, hc felt that the mcn \\ onhl follow him 
anywhere. Elm-cll of the troopers-as fine mCIl as were ill it 
- \\erl' from \Vestoll. (Chcers.) The Fenian trouhle was 
not prohahly at an end yct, and if cvcr they came a
a.ill h(" 
hoped thc Governmcut \\ nulll scwl forwar(l cavalry a.t oncl'. 
lIa.vill b .,,
ain rctunlCd thanks, 1\Iajor Denisoll resumed hif\ 
scat amid loud cheers. 
-:\Tr. II f'nlT .1ohn TIou1ton, in pr()pfl
in
 tlw lH''\ t tn(l
t, 
:1.i(l 
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it had been feared at one time that Canadians were lacking 
in some of the elements necessary to constitute a nation, but 
the late danger had dispelled that delusion. As one man, 
the volunteers had sprung to arms on the first alarm of dan- 
gel'; and in every way Canadians showed themselves willing 
and prepared to maintain their liberty. Their whole acti,)n 
during the late raids, and the noble conduct of their volun- 
teer force, had demonstrated that the country to which they 
belonged was fitted to take her place among the nations of the 
earth-(cheers)-and no doubt she would do so at a future 
time. The toast which he had been called on to propose was 
" The Volunteer Force of Canada." That force had evinced 
that Canadians had the right material among them-(cheers) 
-and as "Lundy's Lane" was the cry of the heroes of 
1812, so hereafter would "Ridgeway" be the rallying cry of 
the men of 1866. He eulogized the valiant conduct of the 
University boys, the Queen's Own and the Highland Conlpany 
at Ridgeway, and concluded by proposing the toast, " The 
Volunteer Force of Canada," making special mention of the 
Queen's Own and 10th Royals. 
Colonel Denison, being called on, returned thanks as 
senior volunteer officer of Upper Canada. He had been in 
the force over thirty-three years, during the greater part of 
which time, beyond getting authority to organize corps, very 
little encouragement was given to the force. Very different 
was it now, when the force was armed, clothed and equipped 
by the Government, and when people vied with each other 
to do the volunteers honour. (Cheers.) From the Report 
of the Adjutant-General, he was glad to see that that au- 
thority had changed his opinion as to the Volunteer Force 
being of no value, and was now persuaded it was the best 
that could be raised for the defence of Canada. In less than 
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ten hours, some 14,UOO men were ready to ta.ke the field, 
although only 10,000 had been called out. (Cheers.) 
he 
conduct of the volunteers, too, while on service was of the 
most creditable character, and in every \\ ay exemplary. Tn 
regard to the corps to which special honour was done that 
evening, he might luention that it had been raised forty-five 
years ago by his father, had been commanded by himself, 
and was now in the hands of his son, and he (Col. Denison) 
was pleased to see present one of the first volunteers in that 
corps, who served in it some forty-five years ago-l\lr. E. 
l\lusson, sen. One circumstance on which he (Co1. Denison) 
prided himself was that the corps had always been known 
as "Denison's Troop," and he hoped it Inight continue to 
be so for years to come. (Cheers.) 
Captain Otter, of the Queen's Own, was also called on, and 
replied in appropriate terms. 
Captain Thurston, as representing the 10th Royals, re- 
sponded on their behalf, stating in the coursc of his remarks 
that the only thing which the ] Oth had to regrct was that 
they had not been ordered. to the front as soon a.s the QtU'CIl'S 
Own. 
Thifi closcd the reb
1lar list of toasts, when a number of 
voluntecr toa.sts were proposed and responded to. 
1\11'. J. 
\. Donaldson, in a very neat speech, proposed" The 

taff," coupling therewith the name of Capt. ScobIe, who 
was Acting Brigade-1\lajor in CuI. Dennis's place, the la.tter 
hcing at Fort Erie. 
Captain Scohlo replied. "The ""\Iedical Profcssion" was 
givcn, and r(.'s1>onde<1 to by Dr. Lizars. 
lr. E. J\Insson, 
BCIl., in allusion tu rcma.rks from SOUl<' of the previous Hpeak- 
erR, culogi7ed the \. or1. Cavalry in n Hpiritell spl'l'ch. TIll' 
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toast of "The Ladies" was responded to by 1\'.Ir. T. P. Wads- 
worth, and soon after the assenlbly dÜ
persed. 
Afterwards, on the 18th day of July, 1866, the City 
of Toronto gave a public dinner to the whole Volunteer 
Force, of the city, including the Governor-General's Body 
Guard and the following Address was presented to thf' 
Force :- 


" TO 


"COLONEL GEORGE T. DENISON, 


"COl\Il\IANDANT OF THE TORONTO MILITARY DISTRICT, 
" &c., &c., &c., 
" AND THE COM
IANDING OFFICERS, AND OFFIOERS AND l\IEN OF 
"THE VOLUNTEER FORCE OF THE CITY OF TORONTO. 


"The Mayor and Corporation, on behalf of themselves and 
" your fellow. citizens generally, avail themselves of this, the 
"first, opportunity afforded them since your return fr01ll 
" active service in the field, to express their feeling of admi- 
"ration of your noble and self-sacrificing conduct in promptly 
"leaving your families, your homes and your business, at a 
"few hours' notice, to repel a band of Fenian marauders from 
" the neighbouring States. 
" We desire to assure you of the heartfelt gratitude we feel 
" towards you in your thus imperilling your lives in defence 
" of our common country, and especially towards your gallant 
" comrades in arms whose lot it was to meet and hold in check 
"the daring foe. We feel proud that. this city should have 
"given to the defence of our country men so capable of 
" maintaining the reputation and courage and daring of the 
" British people. 
" It is to us, however, a matter of the profoundest sorrow 
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"that we have to mingle with this, our address of thanks and 
" congratulations, that deep grief of the loss of the 'Queen'e 
" Own" in those valuable lives that have been sacrificed in 
"repelling so un worthy a foe, and that a deep obligation 
"rests upon us to protect those, near and dear to you, whom 
"the fate of battle has deprived of their natural protectors. 
" \Vhile we cannot but thus proudly refer to this gallant 
" corps and its associa.tes, whom chance. brought ficst in 
"conta.ct with the enemy, we would, also, express our COH- 
" viction that had it fallen tothe lot either of the gallant' 10th 
" Huyals,' the' Governor-General's Body Guard of York Cav- 
"airy,' the 'Naval Brigade,' or the' Toronto Field Bat- 
" tery,' to have been in the field with their brothers of the 
"Queen's Own, they would pqually have maintained the 
"honour of our city and our volunteer soldiers. 
" In the past you have done well-done and suffered nobly 
" -and in the future we feel assured you will not fail. The 
" eyes of your fellow-citizens and of the Province-nay, of 
"the Elupire--are upon you, and with you, you have the 
"prayers, as well as the admiration, of the people. ì\Iay 
"God hless you, ë.tlld,lif again called to defend our country, 
" prosper your arms. 


(
igned) 


" F. H. 1\h
Tl-ALI<', 
l\ftlyor. 


COUllcil Cha.mber, City of Toronto, 
" 18th .T uly, 18f;(;." 



CHAPTER V. 


OUTPOST DUTY AND SUBSEQUENT CAl\IPS. 


IN the month of August the Fenian brotherhood ad- 
vertised that they intended having a large picnic at Black- 
rock, on the Niagara River, below Buff
.lo. The Govern- 
ment, fearing this was a blind and meant to cover an 
attack on Canada, issued orders for the formation of a 
camp at Thorold, on the 'Velland Canal, to be under the 
command of Colonel \V olseley, to consist of one wing of 
the 16th Regiment, four guns of the Royal Artillery, two 
battalions of infantry, and a troop of volunteer cavalry. 
The volunteers it was intended should here put in their 
annual drill of eight days. The Body Guard received 
orders to leave on the 14th August, together with the 
first infantry corps, for Thorold. They r
mained on the 
Niagara frontier, forming a chain of outposts fronl Ridge- 
way to Chippewa, during the whole time of the camp, 
which lasted sonle two Inonths. The Cobourg Cavalry, 
under conlnland of Lieut.-Col. D' A.rcy E. Boulton, also 
put in their eight days' drill at Thorold, but no other cav- 
alry. The post at Ridgeway was conlmanded by Corporal 
Winstanley, of the Body Guard: Fort Erie, by Lieut. 
E. P. Denison : Black Creek, by Sergt. Stock: Chippewa, 
by Sergeant-l\Iajor Dunn: Tl1orold, by the writer, This 
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order was varied slightly afterwards, and during the last 
few weeks of the camp Corporal Bond and a small party 
were posted at Port Robinson. Colonel 'V olseley in his 
report of the camp to the A.cljutant-General uf 1\1ilitia 
says :- 
"One troop of volunteer cavalry, the Governor-General's 
Body Guard, comnlandcù by Lieut.-Colonel Deni::;on, 
was distributed into snlall posts from Ridgeway to 
Chippewa, following tho lake shore and river. By 
then1 that arduous duty Wa
 most efficiently performeJ, 
and reflects the greatest credit upon tha.t troop and the 
offit;er commanding it." 
The Body Guard was relieved frOll1 duty on the 6th 
Octoher. The annual drill for the folluwing year, 1 t;G 7, 
was put in near Toronto. On the l::;t October of that 
year Colonel Jenyns, C.B., comnlanding the 13th Hussars, 
was authorizeù to open a cavalry school for officers, non- 
cOlnmissioned officers and men uf tho voluntéer cavalry 
of the .Province; two fronl each troop were allowed to 
enter in the first blluaJ; Cornet Denison and :::;ergeant- 
l\Iajor Dunn entered on that day frOIH the Bmly Guard. 
Sergeants James and \Vinstanley entered the following 
week j mallY IIlOre from the BOlly Guard joined. suhse- 
fluently, while the ::;chool was in operation, an(} obtaincll 
certificates; altogpther about twenty of the troop went 
through the school. 
In July of tllP following ycar, Lieut.-CoI. (1. T. Dt'nisoll 
(Hpydon Villa) puhlished in TJonrlon, England, his work on 
I' :\Iodern ( favalry: It
 Organiza.tion, ...\nUaIllellt all
l Elll- 
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ploYInent ill War," which was afterwards translated into 
German and very favourably reviewed by both the English 
and German press. About the same time he forwarded his 
resignation of his commission in the volunteer force to the 
Adjutant-General of Militia, as he declined to serve in the 
force while Sir George Cartier was Minister of Militia. This 
was caused by his dissatisfaction at the manner in which 
he was treated by Sir George in an interview that took 
place between them. It was accepted, and in August, 
1868, he was gazetted out. Lieut. Edwin P. Denison, 
of Weston, became captain; Cornet Fred. C. Denison, 
Lieutenant; and Sergeant-Major Orlando Dunn was 
gazetted to the cornetcy-the comnÜssions to date 
fronl the 18th August, the date of Lieut.-Colonel G. T. 
Denison's retiring. 
In the fall of the same year, on the 8th October, 
the Body Guard, the Oakridge, Markham, Burford, 
St. Catharines aud GrÜnsby troops were ordered to 
report themselves in Toronto, to go into a camp of 
instruction about to be formed for cavalry and artillery, 
under Colonel J enyns, C.B., and Colonel Anderson. 
This was the first instance of the canlps in connec- 
tion with the volunteer force, which have since become 
a yearly occurrence all over Canada. The cavalry put in 
their eight days' drill under that gallant officer, Colonel 
J enyns, learning a good deal of practical work from him. 
Cornet Morrisey, the adjutant of the l
th IIussars, acted 
as adjutant for the volunteer cavalry. A noticeable in- 
cident of this camp in connection with the" Body Guard," 
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and onf\ greatly to their credit, was this. According to 
the usual custom in the army, the adjutant, at the in- 
spection of the guard, selected the cleanest man of all 
the troops on parade for Colonel J enyns' orderly. Singu- 
larly enough, every day without one exception a mem- 
ber of the Body Guard was called out and placed on that 
duty, as being the neatest and cleanest man, notwith. 
standing the determined efforts made by other troops to 
take it from then1. 
In the year It$71, the officers of the Body Guard im- 
ported helmcts from England n1a(le of German silver, 
with a white horsehair plume, supplying them tu the 
mcn at cost price. .After they arrive(l the uniform was 
altere(l somewhat from the old style, and a tunic 
adupted something betwecn a heavy dragoon awJ a lanccr 
one, with a plain front except a binùing of white braid (or 
of silver for the officers) all round the edge, presenting 
a very neat and handHumc appparance. The 
lilitia De- 
partmcnt, at the request of the offi(;ers commanding, 
ordered out sufficicnt to supply thc Body Guard that 
year; since thcn, however, \ve have been informed thcy 
ar
 generally adopting the bame pa.ttern tunie fur all the 
cavalry, as it can be nlade up for less than the hussar tunic. 
On the 6th June 1871, the Buuy Guarll turned 
out under canvas at Niagara for the annual ùrill. The 
volunteers in camp of all arms mustereù 4,793 men and 
511 horses. The ßody Guard hardly had justice at this 
c
unp being short-hand.ed for officers, as the writer had 
gone on active bervico the year btofore as an aide-dc-caIn}> 
I' 
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to Sir Garnet W olseley, C. B., K. C. M. G., who com- 
nlanded the Red River Expeditionary Force, and Cornet 
Dunn was acting adjutant for the seven troops formed 
into a provisional cavalry regiment during the camp, 
while the captain met wjth a severe accident when 
riding in a hurdle race, not long after the camp com- 
menced, that laid him up for the rest of the drill. 
During the fall following the camp an effort was made 
to have all the cavalry of Western Canada formed into 
two regiments, one numbered the 1st regiment, and an- 
other, with headquarters at Toronto, numbered the 2n
 
regiment. Had the officers of the Governor-Generals, 
Body Guard consented to this arrangement the result 
would have been that instead of its being the senior 
corps in the whole Dominion of Canada, it would hav
 
dropped into being a troop of the 2nd regiment, thus 
taking up a secondary place, and losing perhaps for ever 
its precedence. The officers of the corps remonstrated 
strongly against it; but the district commanding officer 
had recommended that all the troops including the Body 
Guard, should be thrown into a regiment. The officers, 
seeing that something more must be done, and that 
speedily, or else our precedence given up and allowed to 
go for ever, a letter to His Excellency Lord Lisgar was 
prepared, signed by all the officers, requesting him to 
have the corps left undisturbed, and the \vriter was de- 
puted to hand it personally to Lord Lisgar at Ottawa. 
This was done, and His Excellency was pleased to state 
that he would see if the matter could not be arranged as 
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we desired it. In due course a letter was received fron1 
.Mr. Turville, the Governor-Genpral's private secretary, 
saying there ,vould be no difficulty in meeting the wishes 
of the officers of the Body Guard, and that the position 
or precedence of the corps would not be changed. 
On the 1st :i\Iarch, 1872, Captain Edwin P. Denison 
retired, retaining his rank. Lieut. Fred. C. Denison got the 
command, and Cornet Dunn, his lieutenancy; subsequent- 
ly, on the 10th )Iay, Clarence A. I{. Denison was gazetted 
cornet. On the 12th June, 1872, tlw largest camp of 
voluntcers ever assenlbled in Canada up to this date 
commenced to gather in Niagara. The parade states of 
all the corps showl>d 5,873 officers and men under canvas. 
The Body Guard was attached for pay and drill purposes 
to the 2nd regiment of cavalry, and turned out stronger 
in numbers at muster parade than any other troop pre- 
sent. They kept up herc the traditional reputation of 
the corps for cleanness and smartness of appearance, as 
is shown by the following quotations takell from the 
lettcrs containing the unbiasea opinion of the two 
ppcial 
corrc.>spondents to the J.llail and Glnb, both ex-otficers of 
the regular army, awl mcn of expericnce in the fìpld. 
This quotation is from the letter to the .J/ail of the 17th 
Junc, 187
 :-" A visit to th
 cavalrr camp win show 
"that hranch of the force is getting into shapc. They 
" d.rilled as a reginwnt to-ùay for the first time, their 
" titne hitherto being occupied in riding bchool ùriU in 
"the morning and foot drill ill the afternoon. This is in 
"ftl:l:urdanc( \\ ith the t5ystenl adoptt'd throughout the 
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"camp, and is a vast improvement 011 last year's plan of 
" putting the cavalry at the most difficult manæuvring 
" before they know the right way of holding a sword or 
" a horse. The palm in smartness of appearance must 
"be voted to the Governor-General's Body Guard, who, 
" however, as I am informed, assume rather too much on 
" their prestige, and exhibit a disinclination to acknow- 
" ledge the authority of the officers placed in command 
" of the whole regiment." This last refers to.a difference 
of opinion between the writer and the officer command- 
ing the 2nd regiment of cavalry, as to the right of the 
Body Guard to retain a custom that had always existed 
in the corps. This was eventually settled in a way per- 
fectly satisfactory to the troop, and the custom retained. 
Again this same correspondent, on the 26th June, in 
writing of the Body Guard says :-" This corps is a good 
"way ahead of the remainder of the cavalry in regard to 
" appearance and drill," &c., &c. 
The correspondent of the Globe, in his letter of the 
22nd June to that paper, goes on to say-" At about 11 
" o'clock, the line having been formed as it was on 
"Thursday, with the exception that all the cavalry 
"and artillery were on the right, the march past corn- 
" menced. The ground ,vas kept by the Body Guard, 
" and a wonderful difference was manifest betweeu the 
"soldierlike way in which it was done to-day compared 
"to the hurry-scurry galloping of yesterday. Captain 
"Denison and Lieutenant Dunn were in command, and 
" instead of being ridden at by a frantic mounted man 
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" who had no control of either hinl:;elf ur his horse, the 
"spectators had the satisfaction of being told where to 
" go in a civil manner by the men under their conlmand, 
" \vithout having to risk being ridden down." 
On the 24th June the camp wa:::i divided, for the pur- 
pose of a sham fight, into two forces, an attacking and a 
defending one-the attacking force was to march out of 
Niagara about a mile and three-quarters, then each 
division had orders to wait for a signal gun beforo 
moving off their ground. The Body Guard was put with 
the attacking force, it was told off with an ad vance guard; 
and everything ready, so that when the gun fired the 
word of conln1and was given with" Gallop," and off they 
went. In no time they came upon part of the opposing 
body rathcr unexpectedly, and took a company of rifle:::i- 
they being declared prisoners by the umpire. These 
,vcrû the only prisoners taken by cavalry. The corrcs- 
pondent of the 1[ail newspaper said: " Indeed so com- 
" pletc was the surprise that a body of the enemy's cavalry 
"
mrronndcd anrl took prisoners a COlupany ofriflenH
n in 
" the streets of the town." The attacking force was suc- 
ces..,fnl at evpry point and won the day. 
On the 28th tho camp was entirely broken up; the 
Body Guard and Queen's Own left on the afternuon of 
the :!7th lJY tho stpan1cr " City of Toronto," getting into 
town betwcen nino anI! tell at night. They \verc dis- 
missl,d for the night and re-ass('Jl1hlpd next nlorning at 
the t)ld Fort, when tlwir unifonns werc ta.kcn ill and th' 
111('n paill 011". f)urin
 UH' stay of 11 is -E\.c(,lIl'llcy Lurd 
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Dllfferin In Toronto, in October, 1872, the Governor- 
General's Body Guar(l furnished hin1 with numerous 
escorts on his arrival and departure, levees, drawing- 
rooms, &c.; and on the night of the grand ball given by 
His Excellency to the citizens of Toronto, t.he corps sup- 
plied a guard to line the entrance hall, where they re- 
mained during the evening. The troop also furnished 
escorts for the Lieutenant Governor at the opening and 
closiug of the Ontario Parliament during that winter. 
On the 3rd June, 1873, the Body Guard turned out 
under the command of Lieut. Dunn, together with detach- 
ments from the other volunteer corps of Toronto, to 
attend in a body the funeral of the late Colonel Geo. T. 
Denison, commandant of the 5th and 10th Military Dis- 
tricts, one who for many years commanded the troop. 
On the 8th October, 1873, the annual drill for that 
year was cOlnmenced and continued unti] finished, the 
weather being fine during the whole period. The troop 
was inspected by Lieut.-Co!. Durie, D.A.G., who expressed 
himself much pleased with the clean and neat appearance 
of the men. He then presented some prizes which had 
been given by the officers for cleanest accoutrements and 
smartest appearance. The first prize to Sergeant Mac- 
dougall; second prize, Trooper F. Campbell; third prize 
to Corporal Long. The troop furnished the usual pscort 
at the opening and closing of Parliament. 
In 1874 the drill was put in, as in 1873. at troop head- 
quarters. The weather during the first four days was 
1.nd, as it raine(l a.lmoRt in (,E'ssantly. Lieut.-Coi. Durip 
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Inspected the troop. In July of this y('ar the ßÜ(ly Guard 
pcrformed escort duty for His Excellency Lord Du,ferin 
during his short stay at the Queen's Hotel, and in tho 
fall the usual escort at the opening and closing of the 
l(ouse. 
On the 22nfl June, 1875, the Body Guard having re- 
ccived orùers to move into camp at Holland LandÌIlg, 
assenlbled at their store-room, and aftcr the sa,I(Ues and 
other accoutremcnts wcrc distributcd, started ë\.bout 3 
p.m., and nlarched as far as Richmond Hill, camped there 
for four or five hours to have tea and a short slecp, then 
continued the march on to Hollanù Landing, getting in 
a few minutes after six a.m. on the 23rd-doing the 
whole distance of 38 miles, inclu(ling stoppages, in about 
15 hours. The Body Gnard, the l\Ia.rkham Troop (Capt. 
Elliott), and the Oakridgc troop (Capt. 
IcConnell), wcre 
fornw(l into a provisional regiment and placed unùer the 
officer commanding the Body Guard, as the senior cavalry 
offic(>r in the camp. The regiment mustered 135 horses 
and men. The Body Guard was the largest troop in 
camp, having four men over the estahlishnwnt. Thp 
hriga,le was inspected by l\lajor-General 
clby Smythe. 
IT e a.ftcrwards adùressed thenl, ant I said he was very 
Hiuch plcasl>,l wiLlI the appea.rance of the men and with 
the manll
r in which they (lid tlwir \Vorl.... 
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DENISON, GEORGE TAYLOR (Bellevue), son of the late 
Captain John Denison, who came out to Canada from 
England in 1792. He served through the war of 1812 
as an officer of the York Volunteers. He was 
gazetted Lieutenant of the 3rd York Militia on the 
25th April, 1820. Gazetted Captain, 16th August, 
1822. Organized troop of cavalry and placed in 
conlmand of it the same yea!.:. Brevet Major, 
15th December, 1837. Served through the rebel- 
lion of 1837. Was, on the 1st November, 1838, 
gazetted Lieut.-Colonel of the 3rd York Battalion; 
and on the 1 Oth November, 1846, given the com- 
mand of the 4th Battalion of Toronto Militia, remain- 
ing in that position until 1851, when he retired, 
the following Order by the Adjutant-General being 
issued at the time :- 
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" A\.djutant-General's Office, 
c'Toronto, 28th Feb., 1831. 
"AfiZitia General Order, .4Vo. 2.-Lieut.-Co1. George T. 
Denison, of the 4th Battalion Toronto l\Iilitia, is 
permitted to retire from the l\Iilitia service, retain- 
ing his rank in that Force, and His Excellency, the 
Governor-General, is pleased to express his high 
sense of the long and zealous services in the 
l\lilitia of that officer. 
" By command, 
"D. l\:IAcDoNELL, Lt.-CoI., 
"Dl,puty Adjt.-Gen. of J.lliZitia." 
SILVERTHORN, AARON, wa5 gazetted Lieutenant thf' 
IGth .August, 1822, and retired in 1832. 
!{JCHARDSON, CUAllLES.-Appointed Cornet on the 16th 
August, 18
2, served a few years and then resigned. 
DE"ISO
, r:'ICJL\RD LIPPIXCOTT, son of George T. Dcni- 
son, awl gralHlson of Captain Richard Lippincott, a 
well-known U. E. Loyalist officer, celebratetl in the 
history" of t1w Uevolutionary '" ar, was appointed 
Lieutenant the 16th Fcbruary, 1832; served through 
the I 
el)pllion of 1837 in that rank. Gazetted Cap- 
tain 1st 
 ovember, 1838, when hiH father, George 
T. Denison, went into the 3rd York. He w"as out 
during both rebf'llions, and was present at the action 
a.t Gallows Hill, a.nd in the operations during the 
winter of that Yt'ar, in tllP neighbourhood of Brant 
ford, and the Villaòe ot :Scotland. \Ya:-, ga ctt'd 
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Major in the 4th Battalion on the 23rd February, 
1848. Appointed Lieut.-Colonel of the 4th Bat- 
talion, 7th 
Iarch, 1851, and on the 6th February, 
1869, when the Reserve Militia was reorganized, 
was re-gazetted Lieut.-Colonel to same Battalion. 
LAWRENCE, PERINE, appointed Cornet on the 15th De- 
cember, 1837 ; retired a short time afterwards. 


DENISON, GEORGE TAYLOR (Rusholme).-In 1837 was at 
the action at Gallow
 Hill, and in the operations 
during the winter of that year in the neighbourhood 
of Brantford and the Village ..of Scotland. Served 
through the siege of Navy Island. Was appointed 
Lieutenant 1st November, 1838. Gazetted Captain 
23rd February, 1848; Brevet Major, 6th Decem- 
ber, 1850. Gazetted Lieut.-Colonel in command of 
regiment of cavalry composed of four troops, 12th 
March, 1853. In 1856 he organized a field battery 
in connection with the mounted force, and subse- 
quently he organized and was given the command 
temporarily of the 2nd Battalion, now the" Queen's 
Own," until he could recommend an officer to be 
placed in command of it. Gazetted Colonel 10th 
October, 1860, and appointed commandant of the 
5th and 10th Military Districts. During the Fenian 
raid of 1866 he comillanded the Toronto Militia 
Garrison, comprising several thousand men; and was 
for many years before his death the senior voluntcfu 
officer in Ontario, being the only full CoJon
1 in it. 
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FISHER, ED'VIr\ C, appointe<l Cornet 1st November, 1838, 
and served in the troop Juring the second l
ebcl- 
lion; retired in l\Iay, 1839. 
DE
ISO
, ROBERT BRITTAIN, appointed Cornet in 1843. 
Re-gazctted Cornet 11 th February, 1846. Gazetted 
Lieutenant 5th 'lay, 1848. Gazetted Captain 6th 
Decemher, 1850. 'Yhen the Act of 1855, relating to 
the Actiye :\Iilitia, wa,; passed, hp took in the troop 
under the provisions of it, and was, on the 27th De- 
cember, 185f>, gazetted Captain. On th
 13th N 0- 
vember, 1856, appointed to command the Foot 
Artillery Company. 2nd April, 1857, gazetteù Bre- 
vet-l\Iajor in Foot Artillery. This corps afterwards 
becanH
 No. -1 Company" Queen's Own." Appointetl 
to the command of the Toronto Fipld Battery 4th 
Decpmher, 1857. Gazetted Captain of the Trinity 
College Company, now No. 8 Company, " Queen's 
Own," 3rd June, 1861. Appointed Brigaùe \Iajor 
of 10th l\Iilitary District, 28th N o\rember, 18ß2 ; 
Lieut.-Colonel, 2nd February, 1866. During the 
Fenian raid he was, on the 2na June, 1866. sent to 
Clifton in command of a Battalion of 13 com pan if'S to 
holù the Suspension Bridge, and to guarù that por- 
tion of the Xiagara frontier. 
:\r('CUTCITEO
. PETER )ICGILL, appointed Cornet 5th 
l\[ay, 1848. Gazetted Lil
utenant 27th 1)ec{>n1her, 
1855. On t1w 11 th Dt>cen1her, 18j(), lw was pf'r- 
lnittt>cl to retire with the ra.nk of Captain. 
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DENISON, GEORGE TAYLOR (Heydon Villa), appointed 
Cornet 15th September, 1854. Gazetted ]
ieutenant 
20th March, 1856. Given command of troop tem- 
porarily as Lieutenant, 15th January, 1857. Ga- 
zetted Captain 22nd April, 1857. Brevet 1vlajor, 
22nd April, 1862. Served through the Fenian raid 
of 1866 on Fort Erie,and in command of the Cavalry 
on the Niagara frontier. Brevet-Lieut. -Colonel, 13th 
September, 1866. Having resigned, his name was 
placed on the retired li
t to date from 31st July, 
..J868. 
DE LA HOOKE, DR. J. ACLAND.-Gazetted Surgeon of 
Huron Militia, 25th l\:1ay, 1842. Transferred to 2nd 
York Battalion, 13th l\-Iay, 1853. Surgeon to troop, 
22nd September, 1854. Gazetted Surgeon to 
squadron, 20th l\iarch, 1856. Served during the 
Fenian raid of 1866 on the Niagara frontier. 
Transferreù to 2nd Regiment of Cavalry, 10th May, 
1872. 
BOULTON, G. Ð' ARcY.-Appointed Cornet 20th March, 
1856 ; resigned 15th May, 1856. 
RIDOUT, 'VILLIAl\1.-Appointed Cornet 15th May, 1856. 
Gazetted Lieutenant, 22nd April, 1857. Placed on 
unattached list, 6th December, 186l. 
CAMPBELL, PATRICK.-Appointed Cornet, 22nd April, 
1857. Retired, 19th June, 1861. 
DENISON, CHARLESL.- Appointed SupernumeraryCornet, 
8th October, 1858. Gazetted Cornet, 19th June, 
1861. Gazetted Lieutenant, 6th December, 1861. 
Retired, 25th August, 1865. 
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DEXISOX, ED'V[N P.-.Appointed Lieutenant antI Aùjutant, 
28th August, 1ö60. Gazetted Lieutenant, 23th 
August, 1865. Gazetted Brevet-Captain, 7th June, 
1867. Gazettc<l Captain, 18th August, 1868. Re- 
tired, retaining his rank, 1st l\Iarcb, 1872. Served 
during the Fenian raid of 1866 on the Niagara 
frontier. 
DEXISOX, G. SUIRLEV.-Appointed Cornet, 27th Decem- 
ber, lð61. llctired, 23th August, 1865. He servetl 
in the )J ontreal ,.,.. olunteer Force during the Fenian 
raiù of 1866. 
- ÐE:XISOX FREDERICK UUARLEs.-InJanuary, 1
65, join- 
ed as Lieutenant the 2ud Adn1Ïni
tl'atiYe Battalion 
at Kiagara. Appointed Cornet, 
5th ,August, 1865. 
Hel'vcd during the }'cllian raid of 1866 on the 
Xiagara frontier. Gazetted Breyet-Lieutenant, 6th 
I>ecenlber, 1867; Lieutenant, 18th August, 1868. 
Serveù on the Staff in th p Red }{ iver Exp edition of 
1870, a s Orderly Officcr to l\Iajor-Geueral :-:;ir Garnet 
,V olscley. Gazetted Captain, 1st 
larch, 1872. 
DUNx, ORLAXDO.-.Appuinted Cornet, 18th.August, 1868. 
Gazetted Lieutenant, 1st l\Iarch, 18 7
. Serveù 
through the Fenian raid of 1866 on the Niagara 
frontier. 
DEXI';O
, CLAHENCE A. K.-J.\ppoillted Cornet, 10th 
l\fay, 1 ð 72. 
TrTIlILL, -.-A ppointed V etcrillary Surg(
on, 27th 
Dect'm1H'1", 1
.J5. Ld't Jil
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THE following standing orders will be observed in the 
Governor-General's Body Guard, so far as relates to a 
squadron, except where they may be at variance with 
any orders that may hereafter be issued from the Militia 
Department. As the Body Guard has generally when in 
camp been attached to other troops as part of 
 regiment, 
it has been thought desirable to prepare the standing 
orders as if for a regiment, in order that the mpmbers of 
the corps may understand and be able to perform their 
duties properly when acting with others:- 


THE DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


The officers should make themselves conversant with 
the Militia Act, with the Standing Orders, and such books 
as may be required by the Militia Regulations. 
They are to consider punctuality as one of the first 
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principles of military duty, anti aru accountable for tilt' 
maintenance and observance of good order. The example 
of ready and cheerful obedience to all orders on the part 
of the officers has a beneficial effect on the men. 
\Vhcnever ail officer has occasion to address another, 
his senior on duty, he will always salute on approaching 
him. 
No officer is to dismiss a troop or detachment in the 
presence of a senior without asking his permission to 
do so. 
A young officer will not be sent on duty until he has 
first attended the orderly officer, and becmue acquainted 
with his dutie::;. 
Any officer- unahle to attend parade from sickness 111Ust 
report himself to thp senior reeùical officer and to the 
adjutant, and is expected to keep to his quarters during 
his illness. 
Officers are to be particular that their non-conln1Ïssioned 
officers and men appear clean and tiùy. 
All applications for leave of ab
ence must be made to 
the commanding officer,no matter for bow short a period, 
according to Form No. I. 
.Every case of drunkenness or misconduct should be 
inquired into in presence of offenùer, and satisfactorily 
deciùed. 


FUH
[ 1. 


Van1p. 
SIR,-I have the honour to request that you will b. 
good ('nough to lay before the cunllllawling otlicl'l' IllY ap- 
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plication for leave of absence from (Thursday) to (Satur. 
day), to visit on private affairs. 
My address will be 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Officers are never to allow an answer to a reprimand 
on duty or parade. 
No officer will appear in half uniform and half plain 
clothes. 
Officers should always treat non-commissioned officers 
with civility and attention, and avoid reprin1anding them 
before the men. 


MAJOR. 
The major will assist the commanding officer in carry- 
ing on the duties of the regiment. He will visit the 
stables frequently, in camp or barracks, and will pay par- 
ticular attention to the interior eeonomy of the regiment. 
P A Y1\J ASTER. 
All moneys for the use of each troop must be paid to 
the officer commanding it, from wholn he will take a 
receipt. 
The paymaster will be guided by his instructions from 
headquarters; any claims for allowances or other work 
will be made out by him. 
He will muster the regiment once a month, or before 
leaving camp where annual drill put in. 
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QlT.ARTE1DL\STER. 
IIis duties are onerous if properly carried out. He is 
responsible for and is expected to look after the accommo 
dation of the troops in camp or barracks, and to the issue 
of forage, rations and fuel, ammunition, camp equip- 
ments, &c. 
He will attend at the issue of the bread and meat, and 
see that both are of good quality and proper weight. He 
will inspect the forage, and see that it is good, and issued 
in proper weight. 
He is responsible for the cleanliness of the camp and 
barracks. 
He will arrange (,vhen it is required) with the com- 
manding officer for the conveyance of the baggage on the 
march. All clothing must be marked by him before being 
issued. 


SURGEON AND A
:SISTANT-SURGEON. 
The surgeon will send in a daily state of the sick to 
the orderly room. He will frequently visit the camp or 
barracks, and report any want of cleanliness, and will 
bring to the cOllunanùing officer's attention anything 
likely to a.ffect the health of the regilnent, and make any 
suggestions that will tend to their health. One of the 
surgeons must attend ball practice. He ,vill keep a book 
in the surgery for the orderly officers to insert their 
names when visiting the hospital. 
VETERI
ARY 
UH.GEOr-.. 
lIe will attend to the Instructions laHI (lown in tht' 
E 
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Queen's Regulations; to the general health of the horses ; 
the shoeing, &c. 
He will inspect the stables daily, and send in a d
ily 
report to the orderly room of the sick horses. He will 
report to the com.manding officer anything that he may 
deem detrimental to the health of the horses. He will 
report at once to the commanding officer any cases of 
infectious disease. 


THE ADJUTANT. 
All orders issued by the adjutant àre to be obeyed as 
from the commanding officer; he receivès and gives out 
all regimental orders. 
The drills and instructions of new officers are given 
under his charge; he is to parade all guards, orderlies or 
escorts. 
He keeps the roster of all officers' duties, leave of ab- 
sence, &c., and has charge of the regimental books. 
He will see that all guards and sentries understand 
their duties. 
He must require the strictest attention at his drills, 
not allow ta]king in the ranks, and generally to correcL 
anything ,vanting in the appearance ur bearing of the 
men when off parade. 
CAPTAINS AND OFFICERS COl\fl\IANDING TROOPS. 
They are responsible to the commanding officer that 
their troops are always fit for active service. Every officer 
comnlauding a troop should be able at any moment to 
answer any questions about his men or horses. He ,vill 
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make himself acquainted with the characters of his men, 
awl pay attention to their cleanliness and comfort. 
They must see that the veterinary's directions are 
carried out as to ventilation of stables, &c., and also visit 
the sick men in hospital. 
They will pay attention to the shoeing of their horses 
and to the stable economy. 
The greatest attention nlust be paid to the ammunitioD, 
and when the corps parades on foot it must be inspected. 
'Yhen an officer is appointed to the charge or command 
of a troop, he must at once inquire minutely into its con- 
dition, as he becomes responsible for everything. 
'Yhen the troops are in barracks .for any length of 
time, the necessaries will Le inspectc(l once a nlonth; 
counnanding officers of troops will see that their men's 
hair is cut and worn properly. 
OftIcer-3 cOIumn,fHling troops are hdd responsible that 
the crimes of their defaulters are entere.l daily [ronl the 
guard reports, from which they ca
 make a copy in the 
ur(lerly roon!. 
Orders referring to the men must be read to them on 
pal'at Ie. 
Officers shoul(l visit thcir nlen's 1'OUlnS frequently, and 
See that they are cll'an and well regula.t('d. 


CAPTAIN OF TIlE DAY. 


He will attend thp ùaily issue of forag.; if of h:ul 
<1\1a1ity, he will 
top the issue ill1<! rf'l)ort thl' f-;ame tu tht' 
senior ofIicer ill barrack::;. 
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He can exchange his duty, but must notify the adjutant 
of the same. 
He will not leave the barracks during his tour of duty 
except on watering order parade or on duty. 


ORDERLY OFFICER. 


His duty commences at reveille, and ends at reveille 
the following morning. 
It is through him that reports of extraordinary occur- 
rences are made to the commanding officer. He parades 
the guard and marches it off-inspects it and the sentries 
at watch setting, and once during the night. He will 
hear the sentries give uver their orders, when he must be 
accompanied by a non-commissioned officer. He will 
turn out the guard in the morning and inspect it. He 
will not leave the barracks except when the troops go 
out on duty, or for watering parade. He will go through 
the stables during the night, after eleven, and see that 
the horses are properly fastened. He will go round the 
men's breakfasts and dinners to see if there are any com- 
plaints as to the cooking or quality of the rations, and 
will inspect the cook-houses to see if they are clean. He 
will attend the delivery of the forage and rations, and see 
that the proper quantity be issued and that it is of good 
quality. He will attend the different stable hours, and 
accompany the commanding officer when he goes round 
the stables or quarters. In the absence of the adjutant 
he will take his duty, as inspecting guards, &c. The 
same in the quartermaster's absence. He will visit the 
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prisoners (if any). lIe will rcport any irregularity at 
once to senior officer in barracks. 
lIe will attend the watering parades and accompany 
troops to exercise. He will send in his report to the 
orderly room before office hour. The following form IS 
given as guide, to be varied as required:- 


GuærnOT General's Body Guard. 


ORDERLY OFFICER'S REPORT. 


RE
IAnKs. 


1. I attended the morning stable duties,1 
was present at roll call and during th....l 
whole ùf stable hour, and received the 
reports from the troop sergeant-majors. 
2. I inspected the tIlen's breakfast, and 
saw thu bed
 were all made up and room
 
aired. I 
3. I inspected the bread and meat, and 
saw the propcr weight ùeli vered to each I 
mess. I 
4. I inspected the horses, and attended 
their excrcise in watering orùer. I 
3. I superintendt>d the is
ue of forage, 
and saw the proper w<'ight delivered;1 
tha.t it was of goocl quality, and issued I 
according to till" returns rècl'i vetI frOln l 
the troop sergean t-Inaj ors. 
6. I attended tho Iuid-day stahle duties, 
awl was prc:-)cnt during tIle' whole of tlw 
:-;tahlc hour. 
7. I inspectl'cl tlw tnen's dinners. 
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N ON-COMl\HSSIONED OFFICERS AND PRIVATES. 
The character and discipline of a regiment depends to 
a great extent on the quality of the non-columissioned 
officers. They therefore must be strictly attentive to 
duty and of good conduct, and should set an example of 
smartness and cleanliness to the privates. On promotion 
from the ranks all familiarity with the Inen should cease. 
All passes should be in the orderly room by office hour 
in the morning. N on-commissioned officers and men if 
taken ill must immediately report themselves, and will 
attend morning parade and be marched to hospital by 
regimental orderly-sergeant, and will not attempt to 
doctor themselves. 
Orderlies on dispatch duty must not exceed six miles 
an hour unless otherwise ordered. Any man found cut- 
ting or in any way altering his belt or clothing without 
the commanding officer's permission will be punished by 
fine or otherwise. Swearing and improper language is 
forbidden, and any man offending will be punished. 
Every trooper should take his own horse to be shod. 
Any man found under the influence of liquor should 
be confined at once, and taken there by his own com- 
rades. 
Any non-commissioned officer or man having a com- 
plaint to make should make it through the officer com- 
manding his troop. 
The men are always to appear out of quarters in uni- 
form, and clean and properly dressed. 
If any soldier is ill used by another, he is not to take 
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the law into his own hands, but must complain of the 
sanlC to his con1manding officer. 
The non-commissioneù officers and men must not wear 
articles not their own, nor use another man's arms or 
appointn1ents. The men must acquaint themselves with 
the orders. Ihfl10ranCe of the orders will be no excuse. 


REGIl\IEXTAL SERGEA
T-
IAJOR. 


He is the adjutant's assistant, and under hin1 has a 
general supervision over every department. He is expected 
to set an example of smartness, zeal, and soldier-like 
conduct to the non-comnlissioned officers and men. He is 
to keep a roster of the non-comlnissioned officers' duties 
and of the privates, so far as relates to the number sup- 
plied by each troop. 
He must be present at the para(ling of guards, escorts. 
&c., and inspect them when they come off duty. lIe 
must inspect guard-room and prisoners' r0O111 daily. 
He is on no account to overlook any irregularity or 
slovenly conduct he may observe on or off duty. lIe 
issues the regimental orders, received from the adjutant 
daily, to troop orderly 
crgcants, and sees that they copy 
t1WIn in tlH'ir or(lcr books. He must bc perfcctly familiar 
with the stau(ling orders of the reginll'nt, and cnforce 
theill. 


QU.\RTr.lnrASTER-SEIlC; I:AXT. 


III is f;l'cciaHy undcr the orders of the quarterrnast(\r, 
and '" in aah(\re to orders 1'l'Cl'Ï\?('( 1 frOln hin1. lIe will 
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attend to the cleanliness of the barracks or camp, fre- 
quently visiting the rooms and stables. 
He will be present at the issue of the rations, fuel, 
&c., at inspections of quarters, and receiving or deliver- 
ing ammunition or other stores. He will superintend 
the fatigues. 
He will attend church and muster parades. 
TROOP SERGEANT-MAJOR. 


Will be selected from the most deserving sergeants of 
the regiment ; must be of good character and abilities, 
seniority alone being no claim. The good conduct and 
well-being of his troop should be his special care. 
All troop returns required are to be made out or ex- 
amined by him, as states, crimes, &c. 
He will see that the regimental orders are read and ex- 
plained to the men at the evening stable parade, when 
every man must be present; at this parade all duties for 
the following day will be warned. 
He will attend the issue of forage, and see that his 
troop has its proper quantity, and that it is correctly 
divided among the horses. 
He will also be present at the issue of the bread and 
meat. 
The efficiency of a cavalry regiment or troop depends 
upon the condition of the horses ; therefore, grooming 
and stable duties become one of the most important 
duties a dragoon has to attend to. Troop sergeant- 
majors must therefore pay the greatest attention to all 
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the stable duties, and see that they are properly per- 
formed by the men. The rooms and stables are under 
his superintendence, and he is responsible that they are 
kept clean and well ventilated. 


ORDERLY TROOP SERGEAXT-
fAJOR. 


Comes on duty at reveille. He will not absent himself 
from barracks except on duty. He win accompany the 
orderly officer \\ hen he visits the men's rooms, at meals 
and 'watch-setting, and going his round. He will visit 
the cook-houses and see that they are clean. He will go 
round all the troop stables and the veterinary stables be- 
tween 2 and 6 p.m. and at about 10 p.m., and see that 
the horses are properly tied. He will see that the dung 
is relnoycd from around the stables. 
He will attend the veterinary surgeon at midday 
stables, antI get any orders fronl him about ventilation, 
&c., and give them to the other troop sergeant-majors. 
110 will attend at watch-setting and gather the reports, 
and hand them to the orderly officer. He will see the 
lights out and close the sergeants' mess. 


TRU'IPET-l\lAJOR. 


Is responsible that the trumpeters under!'tand their 
duties, and that the various (luties are properly and 
punctually sounded; all trumpeters fit for duty to sound 
Huon J:;tahle
, dinllers a.ntl watch-setting. 
Ill. will k(\(\p a rostpr of trumpptt'rs' (luty. 
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SERGEANTS. 


A sergeant should be smart and active and very exact 
in the performance of his duties. He should always be 
first on parade. He will pay the greatest attention to 
the grooming of the horses. He is responsible for the 
order and cleanliness of his room. He n1ust allow no 
slovenly grooming. At evening stables he \vill see that 
stablemen are appointed for the following day. 
It is his duty to see that all the horses receive their 
proper rations, and that none is destroyed. 
He must be about the stables as much as possible dur- 
ing mounted parades, and be very particular at his in- 
spections, both mounted and dismounted, to see any 
whose turn-out may be wrong, set right at once. He 
will instruct the recruits in grooming, or anything in 
military matters in which they may be deficient. N on- 
commissioned officers will not confine a man, except in 
extreme cases, without first bringing him to troop ser- 
geant-major. 
REGIMENTAL ORDERLY SERGEANT. 
Mounts with the guard daily. He will p
rform all 
troop duties that do not interfere with his \vork of re- 
gimental orderly sergeant. He will collect the sick 
reports, and march the sick to hospital. He aCCOlll- 
panies the orderly officer when he visits the meals. He 
will frequently visit the troop stables to see that they 
are clean. He will visit the canteen, and confine any 
defaulters there. He will see the fires and lights out, 
and the nl
n in bed. 
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TROOP ORlJERL Y SEnGEA
Ts. 


They are appointed weekly, and will can roll at all 
parades, when every man not on duty or leave must be 
present. He will see that lights and fires are put out at 
\vatch-setting, and that the men are in bed. lIe makes 
out the morning and afternoon parade states. Copies the 
orders into the troop book. lIe is responsible for the 
warning for all duties in his troop, and must keep a cor- 
rect muster roll. He \vill read the orders to the men, 
and show thenl to the officers. He gets the captain's 
signature to all passes before lOa. m. ; he will attend 
issue of forage. He is responsible for cleanliness of roon1S, 
and must see that the beds are properly made up. 
ORDERLY Roo:\1 CLERK. 
He is under the orders of the adjutant, and will attentl 
to such instructions as he rec
ives from him or the com- 
malHling officer. lIe ,vill not. disclose any thing conung 
to his knowledge through his position of clerk. 
PAV:
IASTER'S CLERK. 
Ht:' is under the paYlnastcr's orders in matters relating 
to his office. 


FARRIER-l\L\.TOR. 
lIe is under the immediate orders of the veterinary 
ðurgcon ill tnatters in connection with the 
hol'illg of the 
horse.,. ll
 will see that any Inan taking a horse to be 
8hod do('s not leave hinl, nor fastcn him by coUar 
chain. 
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He has charge of farriers, and sees that they attend to 
their work; also that the sick horses are groomed. He 
will not shoe horses belonging to other corps without per- 
mission of conlmanding officer. 


HOSPITAL SERGEANT. 


In all matters with reference to the hospital, he is 
under sole control of the surgeon; in points of discipline 
he will attend to orders of commanding officer. 
He is responsible for order and cleanliness in hospital, 
and is exempt from all ordinary regimental parades and 
duties. 


PROVOST 
ERGEANT. 


Will parade and drill defaulters, and will allow no loose 
or disorderly persons in barracks, and will carry out rules 
for barrack cells. 
He will march prisoners to Divine service. 


CORPORALS. 


A corporal must not be too familiar with the privates. 
He should be an example in grooming, cleaning kit, and 
punctuality on parade. 
Must obey all orders promptly, whether from commis- 
sioned or non-commissioned officers over them, and will 
assist the sergeants, taking their places during their ab- 
sence. 
When in charge of a room he is responsible that no 
disorderly conduct takes place in it. He will not himsf'lf 
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confine a man. except ill an extreme case. He will not 
allow men to quit the barrack-room without good cause. 
XO
-(;U)nIl
SIONED OFFICER OF CANTEEN. 


He will remain at canteen until it is cleared at watch- 
setting or any other time, as ordered, and report any ir- 
regularity to regimental sergeant-major. He is not to 
permit gambling or disturbance. lIe will apply to re- 
gimental sergeant-major for assistance on any emer- 
gency. 


TROOP ORDERLY CORPORAL. 


He is appointed weekly, and will assist troop orderly 
sergeant in carrying out the orders laid down for them. 
lIe regulates the n1anner in which the messes are to be 
cooked, anrl will be present at cook-house at distribution 
of the meals to the room orderlies. He warns and 
para(les fatigues. He keeps a roll of men confined to 
barracks. 


FARRIERS. 


'Vill attend morning and evening stables. They will 
inspect every horse in their respective troops, and report 
casualties to sergeant-major. They will attend the forge 
when ordered by veterinary surgeon. Every horse must 
be shod once a month; an orderly farricr will be de- 
tailed wepkly to assist in sick stables. A troop fa.rrier 
is r
sponsible that each horse has spare bhoes and nails 
cOlllplete. Ev(\ry horse's fout will h(> ('x:uniul'(l t\\ ice a. 
week, anù loose shues, &c., will be placeù right. They 
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will report thrushes or any change in the healthy condi- 
tion of the feet to the veterinary surgeon. They will 
make their own nails whenever practicable. They'will 
not shoe horses not belonging to the corps without per- 
mISSIon. 


THE ARl\IOURER. 


Will inspect the arms monthly, and report their state, 
and is responsible for their efficient repair. All tools are 
under his charge. He will be paid for work according 
to scale laid down. 


SADDLER-SERGEANT. 


Is responsible for efficient state of the saddlery. He 
will work under the orders of the quartermaster. He 
will point out any damage done through negligence. 
MASTER TAILOR. 


W ill be under the immediate orders of the quarter- 
master in matters connected with his business. He is 
responsible for the proper fitting of the uniform clothing 
of the corps. He will make none except of regimental 
pattern. 


BARRACK ROOM ARRANGEl\IENTS. 


The non-commissioned officers of troops are respon- 
sible that every nlan turns out of bed at reveille sounding, 
and that the beds are properly made up. The beds to be 
two feet from wall, to allow for ventiiation. The neces- 
saries to be hung neatly at their head. 
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K 0 soldier is to be dirty in dress, or appear in clothing 
not of regn lation pattern. 


STABLES. 


Between the 1st November and 1st 
Iarch stables will 
sound at 6.30 a.m.; during rest of the year at 5.30 
a.m., unless otherwise ordered. 
Koman shall ever trim his horse's legs with scissors 
-w hen required so to be trimmed a non-commissiened 
officer must do it; nor are the tails to be cut without 
comn1anding officer's order. 
The appointments and horses of sick men, men in prison 
or on leave, shall be taken charge of by the nlen turn aboub 
who arc to miss guard during this time. 'Vhen per- 
luancntly with two horses, they only do night guards. 
All officers must att
nd their troop Btables at nlidday, 
and stay there till dismiss sounds. 
Thc bta ble mcn are posted by uròerly sergeant of 
troop after (lismiss from morning stahles, awl nlust not on 
any account leave the stables without pCflnission. They 
n1\lst watch the hor:;es to see that none are injured, so 
far as tlll'Y can prcvent it-fasten up any loube, and 
kecp tlw stahles cl...an :nul ventilated; great carc Blust 
be paiù to ventilation. Th
y are to remain inside the 
stables, and arc respow;ible for Htahlt. utensil:;. Smoking 
i.-J t;trictJy prohibited. Thc stable guard relnains in 
charge until relicvcll by night gnarl!. ... \s a rul(', tlH')' 
win only attcwllfloullt..d parad .s. 
In dry wl'ather the litter will be Illa(!l' up in he'll)s 
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outside the stables, and in wet weather in a spare stall or 
in centre of stable. Horses will draw bran once a week 
-Saturday preferable. Horses to have as much water 
as they can drink, except when warm. After the horse 
is put in stall, the man who attends to it will unbridle 
and fasten, then loosen crupper surcingle and breastplate. 
He will then wipê off his bits-then, after changing his 
things, return and groom his horse. All the men will 
attend stables in fatigue dress. 


DUTIES IN BARRACKS. 


The duties in barracks, unless otherwise varied, will 
be as follows:- 
Reveille will sound at 6 a.m. in winter, 5 a.m. in 
summer. 
Warning for morning stables at 6.15 a. m. Stables, 
6.30 a. m. 
Horses fed, 7.20 a.m. 
Dismiss, 7.30 a. m. 
Breakfast, 7.45 a.m. 
Watering order at 8.45, until 10.15 a.m., 1
 hours. 
Stables (noon stables), from 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Officers' stables at 12.15. 
Feed horses, 12.50. 
Dinner, 1 p.m. 
On field days, stables sound at 1.45, officers' call at 2 
p.m., and stables off at 2 p.m. 
Guard lllounting, 2.30 p. m. ; on field days generally at 
6 p.m. 
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Tea for men, 5 p.m. 
Evening stables (warning), 5.20 p.m. 
Feed and bed down, 5.45 p.m. 
Defaulters' parade at 6.30 p.m., for one hour. 
First post at 9 p.m. 
'Vatch-setting or last post, 9.30 p.m. 
Lights out at 10 p.m. 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR GROOl\llNG. 


All officers and non-commissioned officers should 
understand the system of grooming, so as to instruct the 
men when necessary. The first thing to be done is to 
wash and pick out horses' feet. 
'V hen the horse has not been out, use brush over 
neck, chest, shoulders and fore leg in succession, then over 
rest of body, beginning with near side. Then use a 
damp hay wisp in same order. Then brush head, fore- 
top and mane, and afterwards \visp over and wipp down. 
\Vhen a horse brought in very wet and muddy, his legs 
should be rubbed down with a wisp of straw. The 
horse is not clean until he is warm, and coat soft and 
shining; every grooming makes it easier. 
Ien employed 
by sergeants as grooms must b
 paid by them. 


FORAGE. 


The captain of the day, the orderly officer and regi- 
mpntal quartermaster, shall attend issue anù se proper 
quantity issued to each troop. Troop scrgeant-majors to 
put in a report showing number of horses and quantity 
F 
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of forage required. Captains of troops must have an 
officer daily to see issue of forage to each horse. Men 
should have their forage weighed, if they think they have 
too little; two horses' oats must not be put in one bag. 
It is well to have hay sprinkled with water before being 
measured out; horses should be allowed lots of water to 
drink. 


GUARDS. . 
All guards must invariably be alert; the men are not 
to take off dress or accoutrements. It will be turned out 
by officers or non-commissioned officers at daybreak and 
watch-setting. No gaming, drinking or singing allowed 
in guard-room, and no man must ever leave guard with- 
out permission. The non-commissioned officer command- 
ing guard will report anything extraordinary to adjutant 
or orderly officer. Should any man of the guard or any 
prisoner be taken ill, non-commissioned officer of guard 
will at once notify the surgeon. Guards will confine men 
promoting quarrels, and give alarm in case of fire. When 
a man is confined, his crime must be de1ivered to officer or 
non-commissioned officer of guard in writing. There can 
be no excuse for escape of a prisoner. A nOll-commissioned 
officer must always relieve sentries-not allow them to 
relieve themselves. Nobody allowed into guard-room 
except on duty. Officers or non-commissioned officers 
commanding guards must inspect all relief of sentries, 
both coming on and off, and frequently visit sentries at 
uncertain hours during the night, as also in day, and keep 
the men as vigilant as possible. Guards must pay all 
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proper compliments, and turu out when any armed force 
approaches, and present arms if party commanded by an 
officer, or for a general officer in uniform. Guards will turn 
out at advanced arms for inspection, whenever ordered 
by orderly officer or adjutant. A sentry should consider 
his duties as a sacred trust. As the safety of a whole army 
may depend upon the vigilance of a sentry, he must not 
screen a comrade, but attend faithfully to his duties; he 
must never allow his arms to be touched by anybody; 
he must not sit down or lounge upon his post. The setl- 
tries will call "Guard turn out," in a loud clear voice, 
when officer entitled to salute comes within fifty or sixty 
yards of them, or when the officer of the day comes round. 
After watch-setting, on anyone approaching he will chal- 
lenge, "'Vho comes there 
" and port his arms. If the 
answer is satisfactory, he will say, "Advance, friend, all's 
well;" should th
 answer be "Rounds," he \vill de- 
manù "'Vhat l
ountls 
 " If he is posted at the guard- 
house, and the reply is "Grand Rounds" or "Visiting 
Rounùs," he will call "Stand, Grand (or Visiting) Rounds, 
Guard turn out." If posted anywhere else, he will say, 
"Pa
d, Grau(l (or Visiting) Rounds, all's well." If there 
is a countersign, he will command them to "Advance 
one anù give the countcrsign." 
A sentry must not quit his arms, and \vill pay proper 
cOlnplinlents to all officers. At night he will front and 
challcnge as above. lie must absta.iu from conversing with 
hystanders. lIe will not ùivulg
 his orùers to anyone, 
except thc ofliccr of the day, the eOllllllallding otlicer 
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and adjutant. No sentry is to leave his post except re- 
lieved by non-commissioned officer of guard, and must 
do his duty faithfully while at his post. Sentries must 
if possible be placed at different posts every time relieved. 
No officer in plain clothes, except a member of the Royal 
Family, is entitled to the compliment of a guard turning 
out. 
A sentry, when an officer passes, fronts the point he is 
placed especially in charge of; as on a rampart, he faces 
outwards and pays the compliment due. 
LINE OF MARCH. 


All cavalry corps will commence their marches as early 
as possible in the morning; they are not to go more than 
four and one half miles an hour, unless specially ordered 
to increase the pace; an advanced guard shou]d be thro,vn 
out; a halt should be ordered every four or five miles; du- 
ring halt, officers must see that their men look to the fitting 
of saddles and valises, the shoes, tightness of girths, &c. 
No officer to lcave his men without special permission of 
commanding officer, which should not be granted except 
in cases of real necessity, as they may be required at 
any moment. As soon as men have been billeted, offi- 
cers of troops must visit billets, and see that forage is 
good and the men comfortable. On marching into a 
town where other troops are stationed, commanding offi- 
cer must report arrival of detachment to the officer com- 
manding station ; on line of march an officer will ride in 
front, and an officf'rwill alwaYR ridf' at rear of dptachnWJlt, 



STANDIl\G ORDER
. 


85 


or squadron and prevent straggling, and see that an even 
{J.LCe is maintained. Koman to leave ranks without 
conlmaIHling officer's pern1ission, anù must then be ac- 
companied by a non-commissioned officer. The rear- 
guarù will on no account allow stragglers behind it. 
Every horse's back must be examined, and if badly rnb- 
bpù it n1ust be led on next day; if hair rubbed off, 
or skin appears raiseù, the part should be bathed with 
salt and water. Troop farriers must accompany their 
officers round stables. The saddles are not to be removed 
until t,vo hours after arrival at quarters, unless otherwise 
orùercd by comlnanding officer. Before mard1Ïng off, 
every man must be in his place and billets must be paid 
oft: The horses must be exalnined by their riders both 
bcfore and after their day's work, to see if shoes good, 
&c. 


BILLETS. 
Early on day of march, an officer or an intelligent non- 
commissioned officer with one nlan will bl
 Sf'nt on to 
luake arrangements about billets. He must have a state- 
nwnt of the officers, mcn and horscs to Lo billcted on 
arrival; find out at once the mayor or a magistrate, and 
procure billets; get billets as closo togethcr as possible; 
seo sample of oats; visit billets and inform landlord as 
nearly as pos::,ible the hour of dinner or arrival j selcct 
:tIHllllark rooms anù .;ta.bles of officers accorùing to se- 
niority ; when all arrallgem<<:nts are eompletcll, ride out 
half a toile or t;0 aIHI meet troops, and give a.ny informa.- 
tion to cOlll1llalHling oflicl'r possihh.. 
:ac11 
ol(li(,J" ...wl 
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horse are to be billeted together where possible ; in no 
case should a man be one hundred yards from his horse. 
Where insufficient accommodation in village, billets 
will be taken forward en route rather than back Before 
filing off, the names of the billets and locality to be read 
out to the men by the commanding officer. The men 
are expected to be courteous to the parties they are bil- 
leted upon, and must treat them with civility. An alarm 
post must always be named, and every man must know 
it. 


EMBARKATION OF HORSES. 
Theyshould be put on board cool and their bowels open; 
bran should be given horses on the day or a day before. 
Horses should be firmly wedged in; no room allowed to 
lie down; they should be fastened pretty close. Every 
man should lead his own horse on board, as horse will 
follow him better. If a horse refuse to go on board, let 
his rider lead him, while a man on each side with a rope 
passed across his hams drag him slowly forward. 
GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


Officers select their quarters and stables according to 
senIorIty. No meeting of officers or non-commissioned 
to be held without permission of commanding officer. 
Cleanliness is very necessary in camp or barracks, and 
bathing should be encouraged as much as possible. When 
on the field, strict silence must be kept. Nothing will 
cause more confusion than talking in the ranks, and none 
should be allowed on any pretence whatever. 'Yhen at- 
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tending Divine sf'rvice, men shoulci conduct thelnselves 
quietly; all jingling of spurs or clattering of swords, &c., 
to be avoided as much as possible. 
Soldiers are liable to be tried by court-martial or by 
civil courts for offences committed against civilians. 
The officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the 
Governor-General's Body Guard should endeavour by 
every means in their power to keep up the credit of their 
corps. In the past it has always merited and received 
praise for its appearance and discipline, and it rests with 
the present members of the corps to continue this repu- 
tation. 
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